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AT CHRISTMAS TIME THE WORLD 


GROWS YOUNG 
By AMY BRUNER ALMY 


Here is a Christmas “Annual” as beautiful in contents as it is in 
outward dress, which should be found on many a gift list this 
Holiday season. A book of Christmas Stories in which the Christ- 
mas Carol finds a large place, for again and again, the Story and 
Carol are naturally interwoven. With Frontispiece $1.50 


SALT STREAK 
By FLORANCE W. TAYLOR 
A story of American pioneer life during the middle of the last Century, in the territory 
extending from the Salt lick of the Middle West to the great Northwest country of 
Oregon territory. $2.00 
MY HOBBY OF THE CROSS 
By MADELEINE S. MILLER 


Author of ‘‘Footprints in Palestine,’’ etc. 


This fascinating volume blends the travel and human interest qualities of an observer 
who has journeyed more than one hundred thousand miles of foreign travel. Illustrated 
from photographs made especially for this book. $2.00 


A DOCTOR WITHOUT A COUNTRY 
By THOMAS A. LAMBIE, M.D. 
Former Citizen of Ethiopia 
Dr. Howard A. Kelly of Johns Hopkins University says: “A thrilling, instructive narra- 
tive. It has appeared to me that I was following one who walked closely in the footsteps 
of our great David Livingstone.” Illustrated $2.00 


“| WAS IN PRISON” 


The Suppressed Letters of German Pastors 


By CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, D.D. 
Thomas Mann, famous author, lecturer, humanitarian says: “Tts 
publication is a most important event. I trust it will have a 
great effect.” $1.00 


SECOND EDITION 


“IT WILL BE DAYBREAK SOON” 
By ARCHIBALD RUTLEDGE 
Author af ‘‘Life’s Extras”’ 


“Here are capital stories, delightful human touches and episodes to make one chuckle 
with a kind of mirth that is healing and heartening.’—Boyd Edwards. Illustrated $1.00 
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THE THREE CAMEL CARAVAN 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS 


which carelessly winds its stringy way 

from the Joppa gate of Jerusalem to the 
hill crested village of Bethlehem four miles 
southward. It is the hour of sunset where 
brilliant reflections from the western heavens 
paint not merely the sky, but the rocks and 
the stone-houses with yellow golds, crimsons 
that are too soon to become lilacs, purples, 
browns and greys, as night shadows in a land 
without twilight, wrap themselves about places 
and peoples, both wearied from the monoto- 
nous day. Chill winds from the hills cause the 
camel riders to pull their cloaks close about 
their heads and shiver. They had come from 
the palace of a king where they had sought in 
vain another King. They were journeying from 

Jerusalem to the city of David where Herod’s 

scholars had told them One was to be bom 

King of the Jews, in fulfillment of ancient 

prophecies. 

_ These men had ‘met but an hour before. 
One wore the clothes and spoke the language 
of Egypt. One wore the clothes and spoke the 
language of Persia. One wore the clothes and 
spoke the tongue of Greece. Upon meeting 
they had hurriedly sought the king. Their re- 
quest in the halls of Herod brought no light, 
but consternation to the occupant of the 
throne. Slowly they move southward in obe- 

- dience to the information they received. 

As soon as they had left the city gate, and 
separated themselves from the mob that gath- 
ers there, the representatives of a dozen ages 
and a dozen civilizations, portraying poverty 
and wealth, rich man, poor man, beggarman, 
thief, and many species that defy classification, 
they halted their improvised caravan, and each 
voiced the question in the mind of the other. 

“Who are you, and from where and why do 
you come?” 

The Egyptian was the first to speak: “I am 


T wien camels halted in the stone road 


Matt. 2:2 
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an Egyptian. My home is on the sloping sands 
of the noiseless Nile, as it creeps beside hun- 
dred-gated Thebes, once capital of the world. 
Here in the shadow of Karnak, throne of the 
world, mightiest temple on earth, I study by 
day and lift my prayer to the God behind all 
the manifestations of gods cut into the granite 
of our temple walls and sloping pylons. One 
night a voice spoke from out the shadows of a 
temple court: ‘Seeker after truth, your cry has 
been heard. God sends you light. Soon there 
is to be born one who shall be king. In Him 
shall all the higher aspirations of your soul, 
and every soul be realized. When He comes, 
a new star will appear in the horizon. Follow 
the star, and it will lead you to Him.’ I gath- 
ered my possessions together, purchased a 
chain of gold to lay at the feet of the King and 
when the star appeared one night, I set forth 
on my journey. It led me until we met at the 
south gate of this city. And now, who are you, 
and from whence, and why art thou come?” 


The Persian saluted the dying sun with up- 
lifted right arm, the luster in his eyes shone 
because lighted inwardly. “I live in Persia. I 
am a priest in temples thronged with worship- 
pers. But as I tend the fires before the altars, 
and seek to satisfy those who bring their bur- 
dens and troubles there, my own heart found 
no aid from either sacrifice or prostration. The 
fire which burned on the altars was cold be- 
side the fire of soul-desire that bummed within 
me. I prayed for help to the Ruler of the uni- 
verse, the maker of man, and the giver of fire. 
One night as the flame burned low on my altar 
an answer came. I had been reading the 
sacred book of a strange people, the Hebrews, 
and I slept with the scroll of a prophet called 
Isaiah beside me. Then I dreamed, and my 
dream was more real than the stone altar be- 
fore me. That dream told me that a Child was 
to be born in whom was all beauty and truth, 
who was the Way, the Truth and the Light, 
and through whom all the aspirations of man 
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would be realized. The sign should be a star. 
Each night I watched for that star, and when 
it came, I followed it. It led me here. I have 
upon the camel my gift of myrrh to present to 
my King. And you, sire, who are you, and 
from whence come you?” 

The Greek spoke: “My home is in Athens, 
city of beauty and culture. I live on the hill 
opposite the Acropolis and from my portal I 
see every morning the statue of Athena, and 
the Parthenon, shrine to the goddess of wis- 
dom. But I have wandered far and long from 
Athens in search of true wisdom. The god- 
dess of wisdom was worshipped there in ways 
not wise but foolish,_the men of Athens, pro- 
fessing themselves to be wise, are become 
fools. Instead of looking forward to a better 
day, they turn backward four centuries to the 
age of Pericles, and try to dream the old 
dreams over again and light and life has gone 
out of worship and culture and commerce. My 
heart was heavy, and I traveled to India in 
search of reality. My soul would not be either 
still or silent. My heart and my flesh cried out 
for the living God, and one morning a seer 
brought him to me. An old man from this 
land of Judea brought me a book, and that 
book I found the portrait of one nobler than 
was ever painted by Appelles or chiselled by 
Phidias, a beauty not of body but of heart, a 
god for whom none need apologize, and in 
Him all my springs are found. This seer told 
me that He was soon to come, and when He 
came a star would lead the searcher to Him. 
The star came, and I came.” 

“And now let us go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see that which has come to pass which 
the Lord has seen fit to make known to us.” 

Three camels, with sure and noiseless step 
passed along the road where once Jacob 
paused to inter the remains of Rachel, his be- 
loved wife. They saw the shadows deepen 
over a field where David sang to his flocks, 
music that has since become the property of 
all nations. They stopped for water at a mystic 
well beside the hillside where a fortnight be- 
fore an angel chorus sang to shepherds. As 
they paused to drink, they saw the star re- 
flected in the still waters, and knew that the 
beacon, which led them so far would carry 
them all the way. And so it was! 

In the Bethlehem Inn they found Joseph 
and Mary, and the Christ child. Before his 
cradle they bowed in adoration. Unto Him 
they presented gifts—gold, and frankincense 
and myrrh. Into their souls came a peace and 
a joy never before known. 

After a season of worship and praise, they 
turned homeward. Three camels came out of 
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the enclosure about the old inn, followed one 
another slowly through the tall, narrow gate 
down the hillside. Here the three men halted. 

“Friends of mine and of God, new-found in 
this divine Babe,” said the Egyptian, “I go 
south to my own country. Peace be with each 
of you now and forever. I wonder,” he mused 
slowly, “what this Child shall mean to me.” 
And then he was caught up into a vision. “I 
see Him as the builder of earth. My country 
has led the world in the majesty and might of 
building. Its pyramids and temples have 
spoken century by century of might and pow- 
er and majesty. But He shall build another 
way. He shall build men. He shall construct 
character. He shall erect heart-aspirations and 
soul purposes infinitely straighter and higher 
than our tallest obelisks. I shall go home to 
teach men that builders of things material are 
not to be spoken of in the same language with 
builders of things spiritual. The things for 
which Egypt stands are but for a moment, 
but the things this King builds are eternal.” 

The Persian continued the conversation: 
“My path leads east and I must say farewell 
to you my friends, who bowed with me at the 
cradle of the King. I return to tend the fires 
on the old altars. These fires send forth a 
flickering light through the hours of blackness 
to keep men from stumbling. But these fires— 
the truth of this was emblazoned on my soul 
as I bowed before yonder cradle—are not the 
true light. In Him, yonder Babe, is light, and 
this light is the Light of the World to lighten 
every man that cometh into the world. Before 
Him empires shall fall and kingdoms cease. 
Out of the holy writings of the Hebrews comes 
this triumphant word: 


“Long as the sun, His name shall last. 
It shall endure through ages all, 

And men shall still in Him be blest. 
Blest, all the nations shall Him call. 


“Now blessed be the Mighty One, 
Jehovah, God of Israel, 

For He alone hath wonders done, 
And deeds in glory that excel. 


“And blessed be His Glorious name, 
Long as the ages shall endure; 

Over all the earth, extend His fame; 
Amen, amen, forevermore.” 


The Greek spoke: “I journey down to Jaffa, 
there to sell my camel and take passage for 
Piraeus. In another week I shall see my be- 
loved city again. In Athens we have glorified 
man, but I knew nothing of the worth and 
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possibilities of man until I beheld His glory, 
' the glory of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth. He will add new 
beauty to every beautiful thing in this beau- 
tiful world. He will add new sweetness to 
every sweet hope and high purpose in the soul. 
He will straighten roads that are crooked in 
nations and lives. He will save men from the 
follies of their mis-conduct. He will lift men 
above petty jealousy and sordid littleness. He 
will open their eyes so that men shall see life 
and duty accurately, and not in fragments. He 
shall do it by comradeship with the lowliest 
and the meanest in love and gentleness and 
mercy. And the price which He—my Lord and 
my God—pays for the redemption of men from 
sin and self is Himself. Something tells me 
that we have seen in a cradle the wonderful 
condescension of the Lord of Heaven, but that 
the next generation will see Him on a Cross, 
perfect condescension by God. His gift to me, 
of Himself, means our gifts inadequate, trivial, 


silly. What we need bring is not gold and 
francincense and; myrrh, but ourselves. I give 
Him all. Through Him I find life abundant in 
length, breadth, depths, and height.” 

The three camels moved. One went south. 
One went west. One went northeast. The 
men on the camels travelled, as we travel to- 
day, to proclaim the love of God in Christ 
Jesus, born to be King of the world, and King 
of our souls. Their message is our message. 
“God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

Their spirit is our spirit: “Good tidings of 
great joy which shall be to all people. Unto 
you is born a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” 

To the proclamation of this love of God 
these wise men gave their lives. Unto us is 
the love no less. For us therefore, duty is no 
less. Arise, let us go hence! 


THE ANGELS SONG 


RICHARD K. MORTON 


HE Christmas song of the angels is the 

greatest that the world has ever heard. 

In its melody is the Love of God toward 
men. 

Scriptures record the fulfillment of many 

_ ancient prophecies, ‘but no one expected the 
~ coming of a Messiah in the form of a helpless 
Babe. 

Before the angels sang on that glorious night, 
the world was dark with fear, strife and hate. 
Before Jesus came, men had the classic litera- 
ture of Greece—but no living word. Before He 
came they had the conquering power of Rome 

- —but no conquering love. Before He came, 
‘they had brilliant and exalted leaders — but 
none who was above all a Servant and a 
Friend. He brought sacrifice to a world that 
was selfish; love to a world of hatred; hope to 
a world of despair; faith to a world of disil- 
lusionment. Into a silent world He brought a 
song; into a faltering world a staff; into a de- 
feated world a victory; into a troubled world 
a peace. 

He spoke—and the world still listens. He 
taught—and the world still learns. He lived— 
and the world still tries to follow. He changed 
our calendars—can He change our lives? He 
showed us life—dare we live it? 
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At last the vague hopes of the years, the 
great declarations of the prophets, have been 
fulfilled. God has revealed Himself. He has 
shown us the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
Men once cried, “Oh, that we knew where we 
might find Him!” Here He is! God has done 
His part! What now, little man? 

We gladly worship the Child, but does the 
Man attract us? We like the songs of the 
angels, but do we like their message? How 
much easier it is fondly to adore a Babe than 
to listen to, and follow, the teachings of a 
grown Leader! Yet this birthday of the Savior 
is great because of what He became in later 
years. The song of the angels is of little value 
if it does not teach us also to sing. The glad 
tidings must be re-echoed in human life, and 
carried forth in human works. Make room for 
him in the inns of your hearts! Make ready for 
Him in your lives! Take up the song which 
now only the angels sing! 

The Gospel accounts of the Nativity reveal 
to us how beautiful and profoundly impressive 
the writers conceived the great event to be. 
They perceived spiritual values and_trans- 
mitted them to us. Our eyes today must be 
opened to see such values. We too must be 
conscious of the presence of the herald angel, 
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the multitude of the heavenly host, and the 
glory of the Lord shining round about us. 

There are stars today to lead us toward the 
Savior. There is a star that guides us to the 
answer of our life’s hopes and fears, a star that 
unites us with others in the quest for peace, 
brotherhood, good will and practical social 
service. There is a Christmas star to guide us 
to true joy and fellowship. 

We who have seen the Star, we who have 
heard the angel, we who have heard the heav- 
enly hosts and beheld the glory of the Lord, 
cannot hasten to our carol-singing and pass by 
those in whose hearts there may never be an- 
other song. We cannot join thoughtlessly in 
laughing fellowships and forget those in whose 
hearts are felt the bitterness of family loss, the 
despair of unemployment, the dread of lone- 
liness. 

Give us, in this Christmastide, the gift of 
friendships and kinships. Give us gratitude 
and generosity. That Jesus was bom in Beth- 
lehem is a declaration of history; that He is 
born in our hearts today is a victory of faith. 

The song of the angels will cease to be 
heard, and Christmas will become a meaning- 
less holiday, if it does not affect the spirit in 
which we live throughout the year. 

In one community some little folks gathered 
together and gave gifts to others in the name 
of the meanest people in town. When they 
heard of it, it gave them real cause for deep 
thought. A humble railroad engineer had be- 
come accustomed to waving to a crippled boy 
who lived on the second floor of a poor city 
tenement in the suburbs. When Christmas 
came, he resolved, when off duty, to visit the 
boy and bring him gifts and cheer. This act 
transformed him as well as the boy. A little 
girl was once missed by her mother, one day 
before Christmas. She had gone over to the 
magnificent residence of wealthy neighbors 
who lived almost in seclusion, bothering little 
about the conditions of others and always like- 
ly to be disagreeable to callers. The child was 
so persistent that she was admitted. She tim- 
idly but winsomely asked the wealthy old 
owner of the house: “Please, sir, could I hang 
up my Christmas stocking beside your fireplace 
—it’s so much bigger and nicer!” The old gen- 
tleman was anything but pleased, and was 
about to dismiss the child summarily, when 
something in the pathetic appeal of the child’s 
face captured him, and made him yield. That 
mansion saw a unique Christmas, and some 
selfish, wealthy people had the most blessed 
experiences of their lives. True it is that you 
understand Christmas only when you are 
bringing it to someone. You hear the angels’ 
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song only when you make someone's heart 
sing. 

In another town some roguish young people 
gave out to some children a telephone number 
which, they said, was Santa Claus’ telephone 
number. Some guileless children used it—and 
it happened to be the number assigned to the 
grouchiest miser in the entire district. The 
crabbed old skinflint was at first beside himself 
with indignation and wrath at being called up 
by children inquiring for Santa Claus and 
making pitiful requests for visits. Finally, even 
his wrath spent itself, and he began to ask 
himself, “Well, why shouldn’t I be a Santa 
ClausP I never have used any of my money 
and possessions. I wonder if I could?” He did. 

We all ought to believe in the spirit of Santa 
Claus. Who does not believe in this spirit who 
has ever acted as a Santa Claus? Even grown- 
ups ought to “hang up their stocking,” figura- 
tively speaking, and ask God for the gifts that 
make a real Christmas. Let us not await Santa 
Claus; let us be Santa Claus! Let us not await 
the song of the angels; let us, by word and 
deed, help to put a song of cheer, gratitude 
and love upon the lips of our fellow men. 

Children may think of Christmas in terms of | 
inexhaustible supplies of gifts in the North; it 
is for us to think of it in terms of the inex- 
haustible love of the Savior of the East. 

Children live, to an important extent, in a 
world of the imagination. It is for us to im- 
prove the world of reality to which so shortly 
they will fall heir. 

Christmas, above all, aims to have our lives 
respond to the love of God in sending us Jesus 
Christ. It is the Word of God being spoken by 
the lips of men; it is the works of God being 
done by the hands of men; it is the will of 
God being effected by the power of men; it is 
the kingdom of God being built by men. There 
is a Santa Claus and there is a real Christmas 
spirit if in our homes there is love and common 
effort, in our community co-operation, justice 
and service, and among the nations peace and 
understanding. 

No carol of the Nativity expresses more 
beautifully or fully our dearest hopes for the 
spread of the Christmas story than the last 
verse of the song, “It Came Upon the Mid- 
night Clear”: 

“For lo! the days are hastening on, 

By prophet bards foretold, 

When with the ever-circling years 
Comes round the age of gold; 

When peace shall cover all the earth 
Its ancient splendors fling, 

And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing.” 
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AS CHRISTMAS TIME DRAWS NEAR 


PAUL D. LEEDY 


S Christmas time draws near the door 
A® opportunity swings open, in a very 
special way, to the Church. It is then 
that the tide of human emotion runs high and 
this is the time for the alert pastor with a 
well-planned program to augment the impact 
ais Church will make on the spiritual life of 
nis own constituency, as well as the life of the 
sommunity at large. 
It is a wise maxim to “strike while the iron 
's hot,” and at no other time of the year is the 
whole “iron” of humanity “hotter” than at 
Christmas. Doubtless, Easter may mean more 
-o the immediate membership of the Church, 
‘out the clamoring voices of commercialism 
conspire to make Christmas a more emphatic 
day in the popular mind. Out of this Babel 
iof secular confusion the Church has a supreme 
opportunity to make its voice heard and its 
ypresence felt. It is the opportune word, the 
«mexpected visit, the unanticipated greeting 
y»presented in a form that will be lasting that 
recalls again, and again, and again its initial 
“message and significance. 
The observant pastor can learn a lesson 


from the merchant. It is almost a universal 


practice among those in business to establish 
good-will by the giving of Yuletide souvenirs 


“which most frequently take the form of calen- 


idars for the coming year. It is needless to 
say that every family receives a plethora of 
‘these at Christmas time. And yet, notwith- 
‘standing this fact, I have successfully used this 
same method of attracting attention to the 
‘Church, and creating good-will for the past 
five years. My method is simple. Usually in 
‘the constituency of every church there is at 
‘least one merchant who will have the affairs 
‘of his Church at heart. I appeal to him to 
provide the calendars. They are always pre- 
‘dominantly scriptural. On these we have 
printed some friendly sentiment such as “May 
the joys of this Blessed Season be yours and 
‘may that peace which passeth all understand- 
ing abide with you always.” Then follows the 
name of the church, and in a less conspicuous 
place the acknowledgment of the merchant 
who made this gift from the church possible. 

A few days before Christmas, or frequent- 


'ly the day before Christmas, I personally 


make a very brief call upon every family of 


December, 1935 


t 
) 
. 


tA 


my church and, with a brief word of greeting, 
ask them to hang this calendar in their homes 
to assist them in remembering their church 
throughout the coming year. Visiting in those 
same homes months afterward I find that when 
butcher’s, baker’s and salesman’s calendars 
have been relegated to the waste basket, the 
one from the church still retains its place and 
still expresses the wish of joy and peace for 
that house. 

Another idea which I use, and which I have 
found has proved most effective, has been to 
follow up my Christmas campaign with a dis- 
tribution of New Year’s blotters. Everyone 
usually keeps a blotter for some time, so that, 
on the day before New Year’s Day—just about 
a week after I have made the first impression 
—I distribute the blotters. They are usually 
printed with red and green ink, in keeping 
with the color scheme of the season, and 
catch the attention with the words in bold- 
face type: 


BLOT OUT Your Old Mistakes! 


Resolve ta Attend Saichfuliv 
the Services of Some Church 
in this Community this Wear: 


Happy Acw Vear: 


Compliments of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church 


For the past two years I have been supply- 
ing each home in the community with a blot- 
ter; it gets attention, and it gets people, too. 

Last year our Church sponsored a com- 
munity-wide Christmas carol service. By 
printed announcements we invited the entire 
town to be present. All the churches of the 
community cooperated. The massed choirs of 
the Churches led the singing, the massed 
Church School orchestras furnished the ac- 
companiment. To make the event more at- 
tractive we announced upon the dodgers that 
each person attending the carol service would 
receive a souvenir. Upon entering the service 
each person was presented with a candle 
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which had been stuck through a hole in a 
circular card containing a friendly greeting. 
At the close of the service the lights in the 
auditorium were lowered and each one was 
asked to hold his candle in the right hand, 
when the pastor taking a great taper lighted 
it, “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit,” and descending, lit 
the person’s candle nearest him. This person 
in turn lit the candle of the person next to 
him, and so in solemn silence, each person 
lighting his neighbor’s taper, the auditorium 
quietly becomes more and more brilliant until 
at last every person is holding a lighted torch. 
With a very few words, the pastor reminds the 
congregation of the significance of it all. He 
recalls how the great taper stood for the 
Christ-child who came into the world that men 
might have light, and similarly how the pass- 
ing of the light along from one to another was 
emblematic of the spirit of Evangelism, and 
each person holding a light was representative 
of the great injunction, “Let your light so 
shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father who is in heay- 


en.” Then, after a moment of silent prayer, the 
audience is requested to extinguish the tapers. 
While this is being done, the pastor lights two 
smaller candles on either side of the large 
taper, and as the auditorium gradually closes 
in darkness again only the triangle of lights is 
seen “giving light unto all that are in the 
house;” it is symbolical of the Trinity. The 
benediction is pronounced, and without speak- 
ing a word until after leaving the auditorium 
the audience is requested each to take his 
taper along home with him that it may remind 
him of his holy obligation to pass on the light 
which has been entrusted to his care. 

This will be found to be one of the most 
impressive and beautiful services for the Yule 
season, and if conducted with dignity and feel- 
ing, particularly in the closing moments of the 
service, it will create a deep and lasting im- 
pression on the minds of all who participate 
in it. 

And so, as Christmas-tide draws near, the 
church has enlarged opportunities for a fuller 
ministry and an added service to the life of 
the whole community. 


THE RURAL MINISTER AND 
mio MeSSaGie 


AARON H. RAPKING 
Board of Home Missions and Church Extension of the M. E. Church 


gallery to behold the portraits of those 

personalities who have been most influ- 
ential in determining the destiny of America 
to date. Among the statesmen, teachers, law- 
yers, doctors, engineers, authors, farmers, man- 
ufacturers, homemakers, inventors, and all the 
rest, the rural minister would be intitled to a 
very important place. We would find there 
the portrait of Francis Asbury and other proph- 
ets of the long road, representing one of the 
greatest fraternities, one of the most potent 
influences in our western civilization. These 
prophets of the long, rough, unpaved road, 
came in contact with great saints and great 
sinners, as they came to grips with reality 
while preaching the glorious gospel of the Son 
of God in the mountains, in the valleys, in the 
homes, and in the school houses, in the house 
of God, beneath the stars or under the shelter- 


L would be interesting to go into a picture 
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ing branches of the majestic trees. More than 
we realize, these men who, like Isaiah, heard 
the voice of God say, “who shall I send, and 
who will go for me?” have been one of the 
greatest factors in laying the foundation of our 
democracy. It was these men, many of them 
limited in knowledge, who, with keen insight 
and foresight, at great sacrifice, laid the foun- 
dation stones for our great institutions of learn- 
ing. They fanned the spirit of patriotism into 
a white heat; they challenged the drunkard, 
the liar, the racketeer to repent of their sins 
and flee from the wrath to come. In the homes 
around the fireside, in the camps, on the plan- 
tations, in neighborhood, county and regional 
camp meetings they brushed aside the curtains 
and opened up wide and challenging vistas of 
right and wrong, heaven and hell, the low-way 
leading to the slavery of evil habits, disinte- 
gration and despair, and the high-way leading 
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to faith, hope, love and a sense of destiny. 


In these men of God the man and the mes- 
sage were inseparable. They were men of 
deep conviction with a high sense of mission. 
One of their favorite texts was, “What shall it 
profit a man if he gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul?” They were a great factor 
in keeping alive and in stimulating a keen 
sense of responsibility to oneself, to neighbors, 
to the nation, and to God. 


But we find ourselves in a vastly different 
and changed world. The wilderness has dis- 
appeared; the old trails are now wide ribbons 
of cement. Bridges span the swollen streams; 
the little red school houses are being combined 
into majestic consolidated schools; the mail car- 
ried daily brings messages from the ends of the 
earth to the rural homes; while in millions of 
rural homes the radio brings myriads of voices 
from around the world into the consciousness 
of those who tune in. Fast moving  trac- 
tors driven by powerful engines, power for 
which farmers pay annually one billion dollars, 
move steadily across many of the fields and 
plains of America replacing slow, plodding 
horses, pulling plows, disks, harrows, drills, 
mowers, and combines as if by magic. Is there 
a place for the rural minister and his message 
in this modern, moving, almost magic rural 
life? This rural life in which under the micro- 
scope and through the telescope we can vivid- 
ly see the mind and purpose of God at work 
in the world and in this fascinating, though 
provoking universe. 


The answer depends on the quality of the 
minister and his message. There is no place 
in modern life for the lazy, insincere, shiftless, 
selfish, bigoted and conceited minister, who is 
long in his preaching but short in living the 
gospel he preaches. There is no place in mod- 
ern life for the rural minister who looks only 
to the past for his message for today and for 
the future. There is no place in modem rural 
life for the minister who cannot look out of his 


‘study window and into the world of God and 


see God at work fulfilling the purpose for 
which the universe was created. There is no 
place in modern rural life for the minister who 
proclaims only a message of doom and despair. 
There is a large place and a great need for the 
rural minister and his message who in humility 
and sincerity lives and preaches the glorious 
gospel of the Son of God. There is great need 
for the rural minister, who, can interpret the 
Bible and point out its application in terms of 
the life of today. There is great need for the 
rural minister who can interpret in terms of 
maturing bodies, developing minds, and grow- 
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ing souls, the flowers, the birds, the grazing 
herds, the decaying seed, the growing crops, 
the sunset and the sunrise. We need rural 
ministers who can weep with the sorrowing, 
laugh and play with the children, sympathize 
with the burdened, worship with the meek, 
the sick and the poor; ministers who become 
the embodiment of the ideal that Paul had in 
mind when he said, “A workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of God.” We need rural ministers who can, 
despite the confusion, in education, in govern- 
ment, in politics, in the economic order, see 
God at work in the world in helping achieve 
the high and holy purpose of creation. We 
need rural ministers who can stand beside the 
open grave and see life; who can help the old 
and the young develop a philosophy of life 
that will help them feel at home in the uni- 
verse by keeping alive in them a vivid, real, 
unfolding sense of their eternal destiny. 

We need rural ministers who can see the 
possibilities of the redemptive process at work 
in the lives of men and women who bear the 
scars of injustice, greed and lust for power in 
our social and economic order. We need rural 
ministers who can see and understand the 
unity of life, the close relationship of the ma- 
terial and the spiritual in the unfolding of per- 
sonality, in childhood, youth and adulthood. 
We need rural ministers who believe and 
preach that at the heart of the universe there 
is the throbbing, living heart of God. We need 
rural ministers who are enjoying and growing 
in their fellowship with the matchless Christ 
who went about teaching and doing good. We 
need rural ministers who sense, feel and under- 
stand the relationship of the individual to 
Jesus Christ. We need rural ministers who 
have caught a vision of the blending of every 
right ideal and noble purpose and unselfish 
deed into the building of the Kingdom of God. 


The solution of many of our knotty prob- 
lems awaits the coming of a type of rural min- 
ister who will mean to our age what Francis 
Asbury and the other prophets of the long 
road, meant to our nation when the founda- 
tions were laid for our civil and _ religious 
liberty. 

With this type of rural minister visiting in 
our country homes, cooperating with our coun- 
ty, state and federal agencies, vitally interested 
in the intellectual, economic, social and spirit- 
ual welfare of our rural people, great prog- 
ress can and will be made in making the 
countryside a place of charm, grace and beau- 
ty in which boys and girls, and men and 
women will develop and unfold as naturally 
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as the crops on the farms that have available 
and ample plant food, moisture, the proper 
cultivation and plenty of the life-giving sun- 
shine. 

The rural minister should appreciate the re- 
lationship between soils and souls, the grow- 
ing of crops and the development of personali- 
ties. He should help the farmer see “burning 
bushes’ as he toils in the field. He should so 
relate his messages to everyday life that the 
challenge to grow alfalfa, to raise the produc- 
tion of his dairy-herd would also be a chal- 
lenge for the farmer himself to obey the laws 
of growth and help others in their growth and 
development. He should help the farmer ap- 
preciate the fact that God’s great family needs 
food, clothing and shelter, and that every task, 
be it ever so humble, can be performed in the 
spirit of the Master. The rural minister should 
help the farmer feel that Christ is riding with 
him on the tractor. One of the greatest chal- 
lenges that comes to the rural minister is that 
of helping the farmer appreciate the relation- 
ship between the common, every day tasks and 
the building of the Kingdom of God. 

Along with interpreting the common tasks 
in terms of religion, the rural minister needs to 
develop the ability and art of taking the great 
and enduring messages and teachings of the 
Bible and making them as vivid and real as 
the growing crops and the changing seasons. 
The minister must make it clear to the people 
before whom he lives and to whom he preaches 
that every human being in the world lives by 
the Bible either obeying or disobeying the prin- 
ciples and teachings set forth by the prophets, 
Christ and the disciples and all the others who 
made a contribution to the most marvelous 
and significant book that will ever be pro- 
duced. Many of our problems in the social 
and economic order and much of our flabbi- 
ness in accepting and living in accordance with 
the teaching of the Son of God, can be traced 
to a lack of understanding and appreciation of 
the place of the teaching of the Bible in our 
individual family, group and national life. 

A prophet of old said: “Where there is no 
vision the people perish.” Today millions of 
our people are perishing because of a lack of 
vision. The constant deadening noise and con- 
fusion of our age tends to destroy the keen 
edge of living. A lack of respect for personal- 
ity on the part of our economic and social or- 
der tends to bring life down to a dead level. 
Millions of those dwelling in the countryside 
as well as in the city are feeling more and 
more that they are mere cogs in a more or less 
heartless machine. Insecurity haunts many in 
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their daily struggle to keep soul and body to- 
gether by providing for the bare necessities of 
life. Many have been taught to look to the 
government and not to God nor the church 
for salvation. The secularization that has been 
sapping the life and vitality of urban life is 
also, through the radio, the daily press and 
commercialized recreation, seeping into every 
nook and corner of rural America. The race 
is on now between urban and rural ideals and 
standards, with those emanating from our 
cities in the lead. If this race continues until 
the rural homes imitate the city homes, then 
the beginning of the end of our glorious civi- 
lization will have begun. 

Only rural ministers with convictions and a 
high sense of mission, can help stay the tide of 
secularization that is spreading across Amer- 
ica, preparing our people for some kind of reg- 
imentation and dictatorship. This tendency 
presents a great challenge to the rural minis- 
ter. To meet the challenge he must have more 
than a white collar conception of Jesus Christ 
which makes him only as good or a little bet- 
ter than the best minister or layman of his 
acquaintance. He must think of Jesus Christ 
as coming down through the centuries, the 
greatest conqueror of all history. He must say 
to the people without a shadow of doubt in 
his mind and heart that the greatest challenge 
that comes to man is the challenge of so living 
that all who come in contact with him will 
become better acquainted with the saving 
and redeemnig grace of Him who is able to 
save and to save to the uttermost. 

The rural minister must come to grips with 
reality. Too many of our ministers are deal- 
ing with straw men and straw women. They 
do not know, nor appreciate the people who 
live across the street or along the trails of the 
main highways. 


No minister is calling in thousands of our 
rural homes, and many of the people are wear- 
ing a beaten path to the relief office. It is 
among these disadvantaged people that the 
smaller sects with their message of escape 
from reality tending toward fanaticism, are 
finding a hearty response. In fact, we have 
many evidences that a revival of religion is on. 
It is expressing itself in many ways. Some are 
praying for a revival because they can see the 
foundations of our civilization cracking. Others 
are weary, burdened and disillusioned, looking 
for relief or escape from reality and the mess 
they are in, while others, and the number is 
increasing, are praying for guidance and help 
in an effort to get a clearer picture of the 
vision for a nobler, truer and better life that 
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Jesus had in mind when he prayed “Thy king- 
dom come, Thy will be done on earth as in 
heaven.” 

These are days of great opportunity for 
rural ministers who are called of God, to live 
and preach the gospel of the Son of God in 
terms of soils and souls, minds and _ bodies, 
personal salvation and social relationship, the 
material and the spiritual, church and state, 
time and eternity; ministers with clear minds, 
warm hearts, strong wills, and a dynamic 
faith, who love people and feel at home in the 
humblest cottage and in the majestic palace; 
ministers who believe that this is indeed a 


good world for the purpose for which it was 
created; ministers who in the pulpit, in the 
homes, along the highways, and in all their 
relationships of life, help people to sense and 
feel the great throbbing, loving heart of God 
the Creator, and sustainer of the universe; 
ministers with vision who can see, challenge 
and direct the untapped resources for high 
adventure and noble living in many of our 
rural people; ministers who know the resources 
as revealed through Christ and can, by put- 
ting their hands in Christ’s hands, help to 
bring God and man, heaven and earth closer 
together. 


SAINT NICHOLAS IN A NEW WORLD 


ese Aies SaPaARKESEGADMAN, D:D: 


ANY of life’s finest souls are hidden 
M from our eyes or lost in the recesses 
of the past. Some individuals shel- 
tered themselves behind their benevolent 
deeds. Others existed so remotely or obscurely 
that we know them only by the continuous 
beneficence flowing from their careers. Saints 
who taught the great to mingle with the lowly, 
the wise with the simple, the rich with the 
poor, seldom received the homage their fel- 
lowmen offered to poets, statesmen, princes 
and kings. But their reign is an invisible do- 
minion; they distribute God’s gifts throughout 
the earth. To them we owe the defeat of 
tyranny and cruelty, the freshness and _ fra- 
grance of peace and good will. Their hearts 
leapt like flame to greet the Christ. They 
shared the riches of His grace with the needy 
and the desolate. 
Such a saint was Nicholas, bishop of Myra, 
whose day of celebration dates from December 


’ 6, 326 A. D. His various names indicate the 


spaciousness of his influence. In Latin, Sanc- 
tus Nicholaus; in Italian, San Niccolo, or Nico- 
ja di Bari; in German, Der Heilige Nicolaus, 
or Niklas; in Dutch, St. Nicholaas or Niclaes; 
in English plain Saint Nicholas; and here in 
America we have come to call him good old 
Santa Claus. He is the patron saint of children, 
especially schoolboys, or portionless maidens, 
of sailors, of travelers and merchants. He is 
also the protector against thieves and losses by 
robbery or violence, the chief national hero of 
Russia, the patron of Bari, of Venice, of Frei- 
burg and of numerous other towns and cities, 
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particularly those located on the coast, sea- 
ports and places engaged in commerce. If 
knighthood had its St. George and chivalry its 
St. James, serfhood had its St. Nicholas. He is 
emphatically the leader of democracy, the joy- 
ous saint of the people, the bourgeois “holy 
one’ invoked by the peaceable citizen, by the 
laborer who toils for his daily bread, by the 
merchant trading from shore to shore, by the 
mariner venturing on the stormy ocean. The 
captive, the prisoner, and the slave in many 
lands beyond our own, unite with the orphan 
and the widow in his praise. 

Effigies of St. Nicholas, that benign eccle- 
siastic, with his embroidered robes glittering 
with gold and jewels, his mitre, crozier and 
three attendant youths, meet one at every tum 
in some of the countries mentioned. No saint 
in the calendar has so many churches, chapels 
and altars dedicated to him. He is honored as 
the representative of humanism rather than 
nationalism and as the directing personality of 
the Yuletide Feast. 

It is useless to attempt the historical verifi- 
cation of his career. His cult is as famous as 
his origin is unrevealed. Many of the accounts 
given of him are mainly legendary. Yet be- 
neath them is the usual core of truth. A bishop 
bearing his name and venerable for his piety 
and generosity was loved and esteemed in the 
Eastern Church during the sixth century. It is 
claimed that this bishop held the see of Myra 
during the reign of the Roman emperor Dio- 
cletian; that see, the political or social prefer- 
ments, to which his eminence entitled him, 
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were disillusioned. Marriageable maidens who 
cast coy glances at Patra’s young patrician re- 
ceived no encouragement from him. After 
much reflection he entered the ministry, was 
ordained a priest. He gave his substance to 
the poor, his service to the people, his life to 
his God. In furtherance of his piety he made 
a voyage to the Holy Land during which a 
violent storm arose. The ship’s master im- 
plored his help, whereupon he prayed so effec- 
tively that the raging waves were stayed. 

On returning from Palestine, St. Nicholas 
transferred his residence to Myra where he 
pursued a retired lite of humility and service. 
But the eyes of the devout were on him and 
when the bishop of the city died they insisted 
that he should be elected to succeed him. 
Time would fail to tell of the wonders of his 
episcopate; how he fed the hungry, saved 
Myra from famine and rescued its innocent 
citizens from unjust penalties. Yet none of 
these contributions could defend him against 
the anger of reviving Paganism. The politi- 
cians plotted; the populace gave vent to its 
passions and beasts fought like men while men 
fought like beasts. Meanwhile the bishop 
tended his flock and communed with the Good 
Shepherd. When a drunken reveller asked him 
in what he found contentment during such 
troubled days, he answered, “I have the su- 
preme happiness.” “What is that?” inquired a 
cynical bystander. “The happiness that comes 
of joyous giving,” replied St. Nicholas; where- 
upon his critics protested he was mad. 

One does not have to reconstruct at length 
the details of his career. It should be clearly 
understood that no one of his high rank could 
be a holy bishop under Diocletian without ex- 
posing himself to the tyrant’s vengeance. The 
besotted Romans supported the emperor's re- 
prisals. Hence arose the cry in every town and 
city: “The Christians to the lions!” The jails 
were crowded with them: the public con- 
courses were lit up at night with their burning 
bodies. We who sit in quiet and safety await- 
ing Christmas as the Birthday of the King of 
Kings cannot easily apprehend the terrible 
persecutions which Nero, Domitian and Dio- 
cletian inflicted on our spiritual ancestors. 
They died to make us free in a larger liberty 
than our political charters have bestowed. St. 
Nicholas is numbered among them. He be- 
came, as we have seen, Bishop of Myra be- 
cause his brethren recognized his superior 
merits. His fortune was placed at their dis- 
posal for the spread of the Faith and the relief 
of the poor. Henceforth he trod a path beset 
by countless menaces. The majority of his 
countrymen would have been glad to hear of 
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his death. When it overtook him he was re- 
mote from all earthly cares. Ripened in soul 
by his privations and sufferings he calmly 
awaited the call of his Master. 


Probably not all the youngsters who hang 
up their stockings on Christmas Eve and reluc- 
tantly march off to bed to dream of fairylands 
filled with prancing reindeers and the jingle of 
the sleighbells know that the well-fed Santa 
whose scarlet and befurred coat and baggy 
pants are in evidence during December is the 
modern representative of an ancient bishop of 
the Christian Church. His outlines are well 
nigh lost in the mists of antiquity, but Santa 
is very much alive and the spirit of that be- 
loved bishop could have no finer embodiment. 

Before the last change in his name, trav- 
elers invoked his protection and then started 
on their journey. When he hitches up for his 
annual trip he is encompassed by more invo- 
cations than the recording Angel can set down. 
If readers of Tue Expostror could gather up 
into one great supplication all the faith, prayer 
and affection lavished on Santa’s yearly trip 
they might transform the world’s hard and 
selfish living. 

The mere mention of his name thrills one’s 
heart. December is as pleasant as May when 
Santa is near. In his presence everlasting 
Spring abides with never withering flowers. 
Let us have done with the useless chatter 
about forbidding him to visit us. Before we 
imitate those Roman rascals and turn our guns 
on venerable Santa, what about ignorance, 
prejudice, cant, hate, lies. Why not give them 
a short shrift? Why not have a thorough house 
cleaning inside as well as outside? Then he 
will be doubly welcome and the Christ he sub- 
serves shall see of the travail of His soul and 
be satisfied.—McCall’s. 


BENEDICTION 


To men of oak and men of wheat 
Who make the air of heaven sweet 
By rock-like truth and purpose plain 
To do their work, nor count the gain; 
To kindly men whose hearts are just, 
Whose tenderness has iron to trust; 
To level men, who seeing, tread 
Simple, unswerving, straight ahead; 
To these who make life fit to live, 

O God of men, rich blessings give. 


—Jean MacMurphy, 
Tacoma, Washington. 
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We J ditors ‘Columns 


Peace! Peace! 


‘CNO shortly ago we took cognizance of the 
S youthful day of Armistice. That was the 
day that echoed round the world and 
‘brought to the hearts of humanity hope for an 
abiding peace on earth. Sharp-edged mem- 
ory cuts clean through the liberated emo- 
tions of that first and subsequent Armistice 
days and leaves us standing, today, bowed 
‘under disillusionment, a sense of futility, al- 
‘most hopelessness. 
_ Man-made peace is a flabby thing at best. 
Its roots are surface roots. Its stem is light 
and pithy. Its blooms are lacking in fragrance. 
It is a plant of forced feeding and artificial 
culture. It abides but a moment and is gone 
with the first sign of the arid days of man’s 
inhumanities to man. At best man-made peace 
ais a comparative one. 

But today we preach a superlative peace. 
‘Our ears would hear again the paeans of 
angelic praise. Our eyes peer into a dimly lit 
‘East, hoping to see a star. Often, we are so 
finterested in seeing again and hearing again 
we forget to reach out our hands to grasp, and 
another Christmas slips by without our hav- 
ing, as our own, that abiding peace He came 
‘to secure for man; that good will toward men 
‘He came to exemplify. 

His peace and good will, who was born of 
a Virgin, who lay in the Bethlehem manger, 
jis as eternal as He? It alone abides. It is ours 
‘to accept or reject. Too bad it hasn’t been 
‘tried more. It is still the peace of God which 
passes human knowledge, as it is now passing 
‘human experience. 

As His angels sang of Glory to God in the 
“highest and Peace, they also sang of good 
will among men, for only by way of good 
will among men may there be that peace 
twhich doesn’t depress and deject and sadden. 
Where there is good will toward men, there is 
‘divine peace as inevitably as warmth goes 
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with the light of the sun. Where a nation as 
well as an individual has known and _prac- 
ticed good will toward men there you will 
find a nation or individual at peace with itself, 
its neighbor and its God. It can’t be other- 
wise. 

Instead of that peace we have chosen war 
and its ramifications. Instead of good will we 
have elected hatred, class race prejudice, jeal- 
ousy, bigotry. Instead of accepting Heaven 
we have chosen to make for our poor selves 
a Hell, and not without results. 

Fact is irrefutable. The facts issuing out 
of our choice have blasted much of faith, of 
hope, of courage, of love. But as you con- 
sider these facts lose not sight of that other 
fact, the Christmas fact—that Peace is still 
within reach just as much as it was on that 
first Christmas, when the Angels sang of the 
peace He came to make possible for us, who 
would be of good will toward men. And there 
you have material, sermonic, not only for your 
Christmas service but for all time to come. 
Where good will abides, there abides peace, 
the peace the Christmas angels sang. 

May you find it so in your life and parish. 
That is our Christmas wish to you. 


if 


A Thought at Christmas 
CC chitsen « is the season of the child. 


Children are priceless possessions, gifts 

of God. Christmas should make many 

in our Christian churches do considerable 

thinking concerning a practice which is more 
widespread than many are prone to admit. 

That is the practice of many churches 

whereby they relegate the small children to 

the least desirable quarters of their church 

plants. One day I was at a church for an en- 

gagement, and as is my custom, I went around 
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the building to see how things were done. In 
the second basement I found a room which 
was highly undesirable. Yet in the room were 
small chairs, tables and other equipment. Ask- 
ing questions I learned that this was the room 
for the small children of the Sunday school. 
“But why the children?” “Well, we tried adults 
and others but they all complained about it. 
The small children can’t complain so we put 
them there.” The only reason those small chil- 
dren were there was because they could not 
complain; so the worst was good enough for 
them. 


In another church I came into a fine, large, 
light room that was the room of the adult 
Bible class. Nowhere did I find anything 
which looked like a place for small children 
so I asked where they held their sessions. “Oh, 
we have the cutest place for them over in the 
pastor’s cellar around the furnace!” And that 
is actually where they held their Sunday 
school sessions. Every other group chose their 
places until nothing was left for the small chil- 
dren but the pastor’s cellar! 


I wonder if at this Christmas season we 
could not give a renewed consideration to the 
place of small children in our congregations. 
While we deplore the fact that Jesus was born 
in a stable we ought to see to it that our chil- 
dren are not given the last place, but the first 
place in our thought, program, and training. 
“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not; for of such is the Kingdom 
of Heaven.” 


—W. R.S. 
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And the Barber Kept on Shaving 


i AYBE the late Mr. Jones did leave 
M behind him a bad record for right- 

eous living. Maybe he was known. 
generally, as a reprobate. Maybe he did fall 
far short of the mark, even as you and I. May- 
be he did evidence small respect for the 
church and those who officiate in the services 
of the church. What of it? 


He’s gone now to that reward he has wait- 
ing. A minister was called in. A burial service 
was conducted and so far as Jones is concerned 
the voyage has ended. Not so for the offi- 
ciating pastor. | 


Christians need to laugh more. Long faces 
are incongruous with a true Christian expe- 
rience. But about the passing of a confirmec! 
unbeliever there is scant cause for over-bois- 
terous hilarity on the part of the minister. 
What then will the non-church going barbers, 
the “hard-hearted” occupants of the other 
chairs and the group passing the time until 
“their turn” with aged and well-thumbed pic- 
ture magazines, think when the minister tells 
of the burial and how old Jones was such & 
flagrant sinner that it was necessary to stick in 
a few extra shots in the requisition for suffi- 
cient forgiveness to get Jones by St. Peter?’ 
One wonders. 


Individual case? Possibly most rare. Yet it 
indicates that occasional point of view of « 
minister toward the sacredness of his task 
which has classified that task in the minds of 
not a few as a racket. 


- What you, personally, may 
think of your profession means 
more than may have occurred 
to you, for as you think of it, 
so are others bound to think of 
it. You cannot woo others to 
a way unless you have beer 
wooed and won by that way. 


My mind runs back to the 
thief on the cross, to the pub- 
lican at the Temple and others 
and I find myself wondering 
again if honest sin doesn’t pro- 
vide a safer route to travel 
than dishonest, professional 


piety. 


NATIVITY PANEL 
Christ Church Cathedral 
Springfield, Mass. 
American Seating Co. 
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Pee CH METHODS 


- Christmas Service 


Nothing goes better for a Christmas service 
than some dramatized version of the Nativity 
story. In the following the carol “While Shep- 
herds watched” forms the basis. A single re- 
hearsal should be sufficient, for the whole 
thing is very simple. Only four characters 


_ need special costumes. The three shepherds 


are draped with any large rough pieces of 
cloth — sacking will serve; a similar square of 
cloth can be tied over each head, with a cord 
round the temples; if possible they should also 
carry crooks — poles with wood or cardboard 
tops. The angel should be dressed in white; 


_ his appearance may be improved by a sort of 


i 


skull-eap and vest made of glittering paper. 
The bright light can be achieved by having 
some lamp behind a screen which can be 
suddenly uncovered so that the rays are 
focussed on the shepherds. 

Characters needed are as follows: 

Three Shepherds. 

One Angel. 

One Reader, who remains hidden, and goes 
through the story from Luke, a verse or two 
at a time. 

Three Singers who, concealed, sing “While 
shepherds watched.” 

The Choir of angels. These, also behind 
curtain or screen, can consist of the previous 
singers augmented by a number of others. 

The opening and closing hymns are taken 
by the whole school, and the service goes as 
follows: 

Opening Hymn: “Little children wake and 
listen.” 

The stage is empty. The Reader begins with 


3 _ Luke 2, verse 8, “And there were in the same 


country shepherds abiding in the field.” 

The three Shepherds walk on to the stage. 
Arriving at the middle they stand for a mo- 
ment, looking back over the way they have 
come. 

Ist Shepherd: “All our sheep are here. I 
have counted just the hundred.” 

2nd Shepherd: “They will be safe enough in 
this hollow between the hills. No wolves can 
come.” 

8rd Shepherd: “Aye, and we are all shel- 
tered from the cold. Let’s sit here. We can 
watch the sheep by the starlight.” 

They sit down cross-legged, talking inaudi- 
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bly together. The first four lines of “While 
shepherds watched” are sung by the three 
concealed children, and after a little pause 
Luke 2:9 is given by the Reader. 

Suddenly the bright light shines, and the 
Angel appears, walking towards the Shep- 
herds, who drop back in fear, hands spread 
to ward off the dazzling visitation. 

The Singers give the second verse of the 
carol “Fear not! said he” and continue through 
the next two verses down to the line “And in 
a manger laid.” Throughout this singing the 
tableau on the stage remains the same. At the 
conclusion the Angel speaks. (Luke 2:10-12.) 

Angel.—Fear not; for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: 
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in, a manger.” 

Reader: Luke 2:13-14, and at the close the 
last two verses of the carol, “Thus spake the 
seraph,” and “All glory be to God on high,” 
are sung by the full Choir of children behind 
the screen. The Angel slowly retreats during 
the last line; the light goes out, and the Shep- 
herds are left getting to their feet and talking 
together excitedly—their crooks should be left 
on the ground. 

Ist Shepherd: “Let us now go even.unto 
Bethlehem.” 

2nd Shepherd: “And see this thing which 
is come to pass.” 

8rd Shepherd: “Which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.” 

Reader: Luke 2:16-18—during which the 
Shepherds straighten their garments, gather 
up their crooks, and hurry out. 

After a moment verses 19 and 20 are read. 

The whole school joins in the closing hymn 
“To! within a manger lies’—the Shepherds can 
return and join in this from the corner of the 
stage.-From The Sunday School Chronicle. 


v 


A Cornerstone Ceremony 

Here is a form of Cornerstone Laying 
Ceremonies which may be helpful, especially 
to young pastors, who have more than their 
share of work during the time they are en- 
gaged in the erection of church buildings. The 
writer had his own difficulties when so many 
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duties claimed his attention on special occa- 
sions.—M. L. Rickman, Port Angeles, Wash. 


Ceremony 
Doxology. 
Call to worship by minister: “O, come, let 
us worship and bow down; let us kneel before 
the Lord, our Maker.” 


People: “One thing have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after, that I may dwell 
in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in his temple.” 

Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation.” 

Minister: “Behold, I build an house to the 
name of the Lord my God, to dedicate it to 
him. And the house that I build is great; for 
great is our God above all gods.” 

People: “This is the Lord’s doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes.” 

Minister: “When the builders laid the foun- 
dation of the temple of the Lord, they set the 
priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the 
Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to 
praise the Lord after the ordinance of David, 
King of Israel. And they sang together by 
course in praising and giving thanks unto the 
Lord; because He is good, for His mercy en- 
dureth forever toward Israel. And all the 
people shouted with a great shout, because 
the foundation of the house of the Lord was 
laid.” 

People: “This is the Lord’s doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes.” 

Minister: “Where wast thou when I laid the 
foundations of the earth? Whereupon are the 
foundations thereof fastened? Or who laid the 
cornerstone thereof; when the morning stars 
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy?” 

People: “This is the Lord’s doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes.” 

Minister: “The stone which the builders re- 
fused is become the head stone of the corner.” 

People: “This is the Lord’s doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes.” 

Minister: “Therefore saith the Lord God, 
‘Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, 
a tried stone, a precious cornerstone; he that 
believeth shall not make haste.’ ” 

People: “This is the Lord’s doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes.” 

Minister: “Now, therefore, ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God; 
and are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief cornerstone.” 
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People: “This is the Lord’s doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes.” 

Minister: “For we know that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 


People: “Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 


Prayer. 


Laying of the Cornerstone with statement 
by the Pastor concerning the custom of Christ- 
ians in the days of persecution to conceal the 
Bible and other priceless treasures where 
friends would know and enemies least suspect; 
but in modern times important articles and 
papers, including the history of the church are 
sealed in a metallic container to be enclosed 
in the cavity of the cornerstone at the right as 
we face the main entrance. 

As the clerk calls the list, the articles are 
brought forward and placed in the container 
which, after being sealed, is placed in the 
cornerstone, and the minister with trowel 
spreads the cement which makes it a part of 
the building with his comment on unity and 
fellowship; and he closes the ceremony with 
the benediction. 

Suggested list of articles: Holy Bible, Ser- 
vice Book and Hymnal, List of Pastors’ names, 
List of Charter Members, List of Church 
Roll, History of Church, Copy of Special 
Noteworthy Documents, Names of Church 
Organizations and Officers, Newspaper con- 
taining notice of laying of Cornerstone, Copy 
of cornerstone service. 
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Rural Evangelism 

Willard S. Purdy, Presbyterian Pastor, Wil- 
mington, Delaware, asks for “a practical book 
which contains workable methods on Rural 
Evangelism.” 

Dr. Agar, whose books are published by 
The Fleming H. Revell Company, has put into 
book form many practical and workable sug- 
gestions on Evangelism in small Churches. 
The books are moderate in cost. J. C. Massee 
has made record of his long years of expe- 
rience in Evangelistic work. These books may 
be secured from Revell, or your local book 
store. 

Among those doing especially noteworthy 
work in Rural Churches are: 

Charles Malcolm Dana, D.D., 287 Fourth 
Avenue, New York City. 

Henry C. McLaughlin, D.D., Southern 
Presbyterian Pub. House, Richmond, Virginia. 


The Expositor 


William J. DuBourdieu, Ph.D., Harvard, 


~ Tlinois. 


L. W. Rupp, D.D., Lutheran Church, Pros- 


- pect, Pennsylvania. 


Martin Schroeder, D.D., 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Specific questions, accompanied by stamped 
envelopes, addressed to any one of these men 
will probably bring you practical help. The 
field of Rural Church work is so broad that 
no person in active work could undertake to 
answer general questions relating to it, and 
still carry on a daily program and pastorate. 


1614 D Street, 


of 


Subscription Renewals Build a Magazine 

“I have just received the latest copy of The 
EXPOSITOR,” says a subscriber of long stand- 
ing, “and while I have not read all of the 
articles, I have looked over all the titles, and 
they look good to me, even though I have 
been in the ministry more than a few years. 


“Thank you for the fine setup, and you need 
not be discouraged with such a paper or maga- 
zine. But listen, that may be all hot air, while 
what you actually need is not words but sub- 
scriptions to give your magazine the chance 
to serve the ministry. So, with that thought 
in mind, I am sending you a check for $3.25 
for The EXPOSITOR and The MINISTER’S 
ANNUAL to be sent to the young son of a 
pastor friend. 


“Tell him that it is my treat and that I am 


‘ hoping he will get a great deal of help from 


_the publications, and that he will be inspired 


~ to work hard and follow the master preachers 


as they have served the Greatest Master of 
all. He is a youngster, doing a fine piece of 
work among the people of the hills of Penn- 
sylvania, a people that I believe love him and 
his wife, not a big salary, not a prominent 
Church, in fact three Churches, and he may 
not know it, but he is in a quiet way getting 


‘results among the boys and girls. 


“Please do not use my name, but I do want 


your magazine to succeed in getting to the 


| 
jbo? 
. 


brethren. It is conservative and decidedly 
helpful. It stands on no uncertain grounds as 
far as the Christ is concerned, and it must 
succeed even in subscriptions.” 

Yes, indeed, articles may be ever so timely, 
and suggestions practical in every way, yet, 
they serve a purpose only when they reach 
the ministers who will put ideas into practice. 
Every subscriber added to the list spells a more 
effective EXPOSITOR, every suggestion sent 
in for publication helps you and the minister 
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who puts it into practice, every purchase from 
an EXPOSITOR advertiser brings about closer 
cooperation and a better publication. Paid-up 
subscriber-readers make a publication, just as 
paid-up working-members make a Church! 
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Strategic Church Signs 

“Our little city of Geneseo, Illinois, — a scant 
four thousand souls, has a small Ministerial 
Alliance,” writes Carlos Dunagan. “Our group 
is interested in erecting a suitable sign at a 
strategic spot, with suitable notice and invita- 
tion to attend services at the Church of your 
choice. 

“The group will consider, also, the use of 
signs, metal perhaps, with arrow pointing to 
individual Churches. As chairman of the com- 
mittee, I may say we shall appreciate any and 
all suggestions you may be able to give us 
along this line.” 

Your suggestions will be welcomed, and 
your experience in purchasing and erecting 
signs should help Mr. Dunagan to avoid some 
of the more serious detours. 


yt 


Universal Bible Sunday, December 10 

Universal Bible Sunday will again have the 
official endorsements of governors of many of 
the states and of the President of the United 
States. The radio will be vocal with the story 
of our Nation’s heritage in the teachings of 
the Bible. William Lyon Phelps, vice-presi- 
dent of the American Bible Society, will speak 
over one of the national chains, a number of 
stations will carry dramatic programs and hun- 
dreds of others will mark the observance by 
special programs and announcements. 

It is the hope of all earnest Christians that 
the observance of the day will stimulate re- 
newed interest in Bible reading and study. 
The Bible is “The Book Behind America.” The 
American Bible Society asks that the churches 
of the nation, in these days when men and na- 
tions are losing their liberties on every hand, 
shall sound a rally call on December 10 to the 
“Truth That Makes Men Free.” 

The American Bible Society was founded 
over 123 years ago to conserve the heritage of 
The Bible which had given America her fair 
start as “the land of the free.” As the young 
nation expanded and crept over the eastern 
hills, down the Ohio Valley, it was an intoler- 
able thought to the leaders of the nation that 
any American home should be founded any- 
where without a Bible. Societies were organ- 
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ized in all states whose sole purpose it was to 
collect funds in order to supply Bibles at the 
lowest possible cost to those who did not 
have them. The first of these societies was 


THE TRUTH THAT 
MAIKES. MEN FREE 
LA 

Zee = = OA 


‘ oe 4 
DECEMBER 10, 1939 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
founded in 1809 in Philadelphia. By 1816 
there were more than 100 of these. The size 
and urgency of the task before the individual 
societies brought into being the American 
Bible Society, whose task was to aid the in- 
dividual societies and to translate and manu- 
facture the books as needed. Its basic pur- 
pose is “to encourage the wider circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures.” Last year it distributed 
3,370,563 Scripture volumes in the U. S. in 
63 languages; in some forty other countries 
3,600,194 volumes in 185 languages were dis- 
tributed, an unfailing arm of the missionary 
enterprise of Christianity throughout the world. 

Thomas R. Marshall, former Vice-President 
of the U. S., said, “If I were to have my way, 
I would take the torch out of the hand of the 
Statue of Liberty in New York harbor, and, in 
its stead, place an open Bible.” 

The theme of the observance this year, as 
sponsored by the time-honoured American 
Bible Society, is “the truth that makes men 
free.” If you need suggestions, address the 
American Bible Society, Bible House, Park 
Avenue and 57th Street, N. Y. C. 
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Torch Bearers of Christianity 

For a series of evening addresses, we sug- 
gest the above title, with individual subjects 
as follows: 
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Savonarola, The Florentine Monk, “Spiritual 
Idealism.” 

“He never sought to amuse .. . He told no 
stories . . . He fell back on truths . . . He was 
the messenger of God, urging men to flee for 
their lives, like Lot when he escaped from 
Sodom.” 

The Wesleys, The great pathfinders, “The 
Larger Message.” 

“An unusual warming of the heart . . . the 
secret of their power ‘the best of all God is 
with us’... the partaking of laymen in the 
work of the Kingdom . .. Each believer a 
messenger of God . . . Interpretation of “Go ve 
therefore into the highways and by-ways. .. . ” 

The Huguenots, The faithful martyrs, “The 
Call of the World.” 

“They climbed the steep ascent to heaven, 

Through peril, toil, and pain; 

O God, to us may grace be given 

To follow in their train.” 

Martin Luther, The fearless Monk, “The 
Spirit that was in Them.” 

“Here I stand; I cannot otherwise; God help 
me. 

Your personal library, the local library, and 
your denominational publishing house, will 
yield many interesting topics on these great 
leaders of the Christian Church. Assignments 
to members will stimulate interest. 


» 


Greeting Cards, Christmas Letters 

Greeting cards conveying the real meaning 
of Christmas are as silent messengers in the 
cause of Christ, and should not be an after- 
thought. Suitable cards should be selected 
early, while there are choices available, and 
the pastor’s message should be included. 

Christmas letterheads in a variety of design 
and coloring may be ordered from a number 
of sources, in addition to your denominational 
publishing house. The Woolverton Printing 
Company, the Goodenough & Woglum Com- 
pany, the Messenger Publishing Company, the 
Standard Publishing Company, the Armitage 


_Art Company, and others make and distribute 


lithographed letterheads especially designed 
for Christmas use. 


Candlelight Service 

Candles are naturally associated with Christ- 
mas festivities, and plans for a candlelight 
service may be carried out effectively. There 
are a number of ways for introducing the 
candles into the service, and the method 
chosen should insure against hazard or tragedy. 

First method—Have candles placed in the 


The Expositor 


time, or in pairs. 


shape of a cross or crown on the rostrom or 
chancel platform; in coloured candles, you 


_ may work out a Christmas tree design, or a 
- manger scene. At an appointed time in the 


service, say before reading the Scripture les- 
son, the candles are lighted, by a girl dressed 


- for the part, a boy dressed for the part, etc. 


Second method—Select someone to be on 
the platform, bearing a lighted candle, just 
before the reading of the Scripture lesson. 
After the reading, a group of assigned boys 
and girls with candles, march to the platform 
and light their candles. They may go one at a 
After all the candles, one 
for each group or class, have been lighted, 
there should’ be a processional through the 


aisles of the Church, musical accompaniment, 


~ their 


each group led by the candle-bearer. After 
the march, the children should return to their 
seats, the candles deposited in a specified 
place in the chancel. 

Third method—Parents should be invited to 
attend a candle-light service, accompanied by 
children. Especially designed letter- 
heads, not difficult to make on a duplicating 
machine, will arouse interest. Let it be known 
that all children will be permitted to take 
active part in the service by holding lighted 
candles at a specified time in the service, if 
accompanied by their parents. 

Two boys, trained for the part, will ap- 
proach the Chancel at the signal from the 
pastor, light their candles at one large one 
placed near or on the pulpit or reading desk. 


~ After candles are lighted, boys move near the 


approach to the chancel, one on each side, 
and there they are niet by ten or twelve boys, 
trained to march forward, one column to right, 
one to left, light candles, and proceed to the 
pews where the lighted candles are passed 
from person to person, until all candles in the 
audience are lighted, then overhead lights are 
turned off, with the exception of lights focused 
on the cross or Manger Scene. Silent prayer, 


a selection by a chosen group of singers, the 

reading of the Nativity story from Scripture, 
_ or a Psalm, may take place while candles are 
- lighted. At a given signal, the lights are turned 


on, the candles extinguished, and the regular 
service program resumed. Candles may be 


- carried home by those attending. They may 


be asked to light them each evening during 
their time of prayer. 


Vf 


Community Singing of Carols 

Cooperation among the Sunday Schools of 
a town or village for group Carol and Hymn 
Singing during Christmas Week has become 
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one of the delightful experiences of many pas- 
tors. If the town is small, Sunday School 
Children will work as a single group, with the 
support of the community. In larger com- 
munities, where the children cannot cover 
more than a small portion of the streets, there 
should be a number of groups, each under an 
interested leader. 

In rural communities, groups should be car- 
ried about from one home to another, singing 
while they go. This custom cannot be over- 
rated from the standpoint of creating cheery- 
Christmas-spirit, as well as bringing home the 
real message of Christmas. It is a gift of the 
spirit on the part of those singing, in which 
the listeners share fully. 


uf 


Preaching 

As one interested in handling news articles 
of religious nature as a sort of hobby, I am 
passing on to others a few of the things that 
I feel ought to help others because they have 


helped me. These suggestions apply to 
preaching. 
1. Modern conditions demand that the 


speaker wade right in without long introduc- 
tion, or without introduction at all. The radio 
address is changing the style of preaching and 
demands conciseness and brevity. 

2. The preaching of today must get back to 
the cross and the sacrificial aspects of the gos- 
pel. Religion is not religion, if void of the 
heroic. Such sermons appeal to children, 
young folks, middle-aged folks and aged folks 
and all classes. Hitler and Mussolini are win- 
ning their youth by such appeals as seem 
worth dying for. 

3. The preacher of today must win by the 
art of repetition. He must say one thing many 
times in many ways. Wearing out a book of 
synonyms and antonyms every six months 
would help most preachers bring a simple 
message rather than a message for the intel- 
lectually elite, who usually comprise a very 
small group. 

4, Preaching should be eloquent in the 
true sense of the word. To be eloquent one 
cannot speak on any subject save by associ- 
ating it with such ideas as (a) Mother; (b) 
Child; (c) Friends; (d) Home; (e) Heaven; 
(f) Country; (g) and a few similar ideas. 

5. Preachers should preach more often on 
the parables, using a modern setting. The 
parables appeal to four great fundamental hu- 
man needs, namely: (1) The understanding; 
(2) The feelings; (3) The imagination; (4) 
and activity without which a sermon gets no- 
where. All real preaching should do these 
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four things. Lecturing is not preaching. Don’t 
let your preaching degenerate into a glorified 
lecture, devoid of emotional appeal. Use illus- 
trations! 

6. Let your preaching be teaching-preach- 
ing. Remember this age is a teaching-learning 
age. But remember, merely stringing one 
prooftext after another is neither preaching 
nor teaching any more than telling one sob- 
story after another is preaching. The Bible 
has much more to say about teaching than 
preaching whether preachers like it or not. 

7. Do like Jesus: (1) Have fearlessness and 
courage; (2) Make your message simple, but 
intellectually respectable; (3) Make it positive 
and constructive, never negative; (4) Make it 
full and comforting, never preach your doubts, 
but your certainties; (5) Say what you say 
with authority, the authority of Jesus, but 
never be a coward and say things in the pul- 
pit because of the protection the pulpit af- 
fords; (6) Cultivate, like Jesus, the grace of 
understatement, rather than overstatement, 
feeling sure you have found Jesus’ teaching on 
the point at issue. 

8. Do not be afraid of figures of speech, if 
they come naturally to you. The Bible 
abounds in figures of speech, such as: Alliter- 
ation, simile, metaphor, allegory, personifica- 
tion, antithesis, epigram, metonymy, synec- 
doche, apostrophe, exclamation, hyperbole, 
climax, irony, vision, euphemism, onomato- 
poeia, litotes, allusion and pleonasm. The 
Lord’s Prayer has most of these above-named 
figures of speech in it, believe it or not; so do 
not be afraid to use figures of speech in it, 
believe it or not; so do not be afraid to use 
figures of speech whenever the occasion war- 
rants their use. Remember too, Jesus was the 
enemy of literalness. A literal interpretation of 
the Beatitudes is religious nonsense, such as 
Jesus never desired, never taught, and could 
not be approved by him. Fly-by-night cults 
are literalists in their interpretations. 

9. A sermon is a sermon, not a mere exhor- 
tation, nor an experience-meeting story. Ser- 
mons should be well-thought out. Perspiration 
is as holy as inspiration. God is the God of 
order and wants you to use your brain as well 
as your inspiration, by Trying the Spirits to 
see whether they be of God. 

10. Modern sermons demand modern titles, 
frequent short divisions, in larger numbers 
than the old three-point sermon. Be intelli- 
gently honest and spiritually courageous and 
say nothing in a sermon that you would not 
be willing to have taken down in shorthand 
and published in Monday morning’s news- 
paper. The things Jesus said in Palestine 
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would have made the front page of the news- 
papers in modern days.—By C. H. Witt, in 
“Nashville Christian Advocate.” 


of 


Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
Ring out the false, ring in the true! 
Ring out old shapes of foul disease, 
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold, 
Ring out the thousand wars of old, 
Ring in the thousand years of peace! 
Ring in the valiant man and free, 
The larger heart, the kindlier hand! 
Ring out the darkness of the land; 
Ring in the Christ that is to be. 
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Bulletin Board Slogan 

Shaking the tree bruises the fruit. 
pick them. 

Are you a reflector or a radiator? 

Jesus called men to catch fish, not to culti- 
vate them. 

You can’t burn for Christ without shining. 

Consent is back of every sin, not compulsion. 

You feel true religion in your hands and 
feet. 

God asked for laborers in the harvest and 
still does. 

There are more ways to do good than in- 
clinations. 

Muzzling a lion won’t make him less blood 
thirsty. 

The greatest sinner is least aware of sin. 

There is a vast difference between a hope- 
less end and an endless hope. 

It is easier to talk heaven than walk it. 

To be good one must understand his bad- 
ness. 

Get on your knees if you would stand on 
your feet. 

God’s bank returns many a check marked 
ANG Ge Jae 


Hand 
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F the country used to be saved by shed- 
iI ding blood, we try to do it now by shed- 

ding money. 

In view of his record during the last quarter 
of a century, Homo Sapiens might well ab- 
breviate his signature to “Sap.” 

Tho’ no man may return from hell, devils 
on leave of absence fly to earth with bombing 
planes. 

If children used to expect Christmas toys 
down the chimney, nowadays they can expect 
bombs through the roof. 

When we kill a little time, we die a little 
bit—John Andrew Holmes. 
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THE BELLS OF BETHLEHEM 


D. J. BURRELL 


“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given, and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder; and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace.’—Isaiah 9:6. 


SAID I would preach on the Bells of Beth- 
l lehem; but they tell us, “There were no 
Bells in Bethlehem.” 

Ah, yes, there were; though not all could 
hear them. The peal sounding in the text was 
rung seven hundred years before the Advent; 
but it was clear and resonant and full of glad- 
ness for the waiting ones. 

The first resounding note of the Bells is 
this, “For unto us a Child is born; unto us a 
son is given; and his name shall be called the 
Wonderful!” 

The Wonderful! That is to say, The Mira- 
cle. For Miracles and Wonders are one. 

But you do “not believe in Miracles?” Then 
at the very outset you must renounce Christ; 
for Christ is the Wonder of all wonders. Touch 
his life at any point in its circumference and 
you lay your hand upon a Miracle. Touch 
Himself, and you lay your hand upon the 
greatest Miracle of all! 

He was Wonderful in his birth, as it is writ- 
ten, “Great is the Mystery of godliness, God 
manifest in flesh;—the angels desire to look 
into it!” 

He was Wonderful in his life. The world 
never saw such a preacher; as they said, 
“Never man spake like this man!” Nor was 
there ever before such a healer; as they said, 
“Will Christ when he cometh do greater 
works than these?” 

He was Wonderful in his death. Men have 
been dying ever since the beginning of time; 
yet never was death like his, as it is written, 
“He bare our sins in his own body on the tree!” 

He was Wonderful in his resurrection; 
breaking the bars of the sepulcher, as Samson 
rent the green withes that bound him, and 
ascending up on high to take captivity captive 
and give gifts unto men. 
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And most Wonderful of all has he been in 
his influence after death. In the famous con- 
versation with General Bertrand, Napoleon 
said, “The spirit of Christ overawes me. His 
march across the ages and kingdoms is a mys- 
tery insoluble. You speak of the conquests of 
Caesar and Alexander, and of the enthusiasm 
which they kindled in the hearts of their sol- 
diers; but conceive of a dead man conquering 
by means of an army devoted to his memory! 
Caesar and Alexander and myself have founded 
Empires; but we rested the creations of our 
genius on force. Jesus alone has founded an 
empire on love; and at this hour millions would 
die for him!” 

This influence of Jesus is the miracle of his- 
tory. Men come and go; thrones and dynasties 
rise, flourish and totter to their fall. The thing 
that men call greatness is a handful of dust 
with a crumbling epitaph above it. “The shout- 
ings of the captains cease.” But Christ is King 
forevermore; and his name is above every 
name that is named in heaven or on earth. 
Lo, this is wonderful! Everything pertaining 
to Christ is wonderful; we “cannot attain unto 
Tes 

The Bells strike a second note; and the 
heart of the world leaps up to answer it: “His 
name shall be called the Counselor!” 

This is what we want; direction at the cross 
roads of life. Two things we must know, 
namely, the Truth and the Way. What is 
Truth? And where is the Way that leadeth to 
life that I may walk in it? 

Christ teaches Truth. As our counselor he 
has something to say respecting every one of 
the great problems of the spiritual life: such 
as God and Immortality, Sin and Salvation, 
Heaven and Hell. 

And he teaches the Way. His ethics are like 
a thoroughfare, so plain that travelers, how- 
ever foolish, need not err therein. He lays 
down great principles for the consideration of 
the individual conscience, as if saying, “This 
is enough; now quit you like men.” He does 
not send us under a yoke of bondage to the 
law, but rather bids us enter into that perfect 
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freedom which is defined to be “perfect obe- 
dience to perfect law.” 

And, teaching Truth and Morals by a meth- 
od so broad and masterly, he does it with 
an unhesitating ipse dixit. The people said of 
him, “He teacheth not as the scribes but as 
one having authority.” He could do this only 
on the assumption that he drew upon a divine 
fountain of Omniscience. 


The bells strike a third note, a stupendous 
note, “His name shall be called the Mighty 
God.” 

This rends the doubt and darkness of the 
ages; it answers the deepest longing of the 
soul of man. 

“For this is life eternal, to know God.” The 
cry of Job is echoed by all thoughtful men, 
“O that I knew where I might find Him!” 

It is a bewildering truth but as Christians 
we are bound to affirm it, that Christ is not 
merely a manifestation of God but God him- 
self. It is not enough to say, as the pantheist 
Spinoza did, that “Christ was the temple ot 
God because God was most fully revealed in 
him;” nor to say with Goethe, “He is as divine 
as ever the divine appeared on earth;” nor 
with David Strauss, “He represents the high- 
est point of the self-conscious union of God 
with man, beyond which posterity cannot go;” 
nor with Theodore Parker, “His was the might- 
iest heart that ever beat: how the spirit of 
God wrought in his bosom!” nor with Emest 
Renan, “The highest consciousness of God that 
ever existed in the breast of humanity was 
that of Jesus. He felt that he was with God, 
and that God was in him.” All this is good as 
far as it goes; but it falls infinitely short of the 
truth, since it leaves Jesus still a mere man. 
What he claimed was Godhood. If his words 
are to be taken at their face value he did not 
simply portray God, but was himself very God 
of very God. We bend above the manger of 
the Christ-child and read upon his swaddling 
bands the prophetic title which he constantly 
claimed and died for claiming, “Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, ‘God with us.’ ” 

The fourth stroke of the Bells completes the 
unveiling of God: “His name shall be called, 
The Everlasting Father!” 

We knew all along that God was Love; be- 
cause he had said, “As I live, I have no plea- 
sure in the death of the wicked, but that all 
should turn unto me and live!” 

We knew that he looked upon us with 
compassion for our low estate; since it was 
written, “Like as a father pitieth his children, 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.” 

But what we wanted to know was whether 
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the love and compassion of God would move 
him to go out to seek and save us. In the 
Incarnation we have this going out of God. 
Here his heart is bared to us. He so loved the 
world that, in the fullness of time he went 
forth into the night, out upon the dark moun- 
tains, into the very slums of sin and shame 
and despair, to find and restore his prodigals. 
The heart of God is in that little word “so.” 
His fatherhood is there. The open door and 
lights gleaming in the windows of his house 
are there. 

Philip said to Jesus, “Show us the Father 
and it sufficeth us.” And Jesus saith, “Have I 
been so long time with you and yet hast thou 
not known me, Philip? He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father. How sayest thou then, 
Show us the Father? Believest thou not that 
I am in the Father and the Father in me?” 

So comes the Spirit of Adoption down 
among the children of men. “To as many as 
believed, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God.” And to such comes the war- 
rant of prayer, “When ye pray say, Our 
Father.” And to those who can say, “Our 
Father,” comes the patrimony. If ye are sons, 
then are ye heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ to an inheritance incorruptible and 
undefiled that fadeth not away. 

Once more the Bells swing and sound forth 
their sweetest note, “His name shall be called 
The Prince of Peace.” 

And here the sound is lost in the song of 
the angels “Glory to God in the Highest. 
Peace on earth; good will toward men.” 

His name is Shiloh, the “Prince of Peace.” 
His benediction is Salaam, “Peace be unto 
you.” His gospel is “the Gospel of Reconcilia- 
tion;” and his last bequest is, “Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you.” 

Bell-makers say that every bell has its 
“consonant,” or key note. The consonant of 
the Bell of Bethlehem is a personal message 
of grace. They ring the personal note; “For 
unto us a Child is born, and unto us a Son is 
given;” that is, to you and me. The possessive 
pronoun brings the truth home to us. It 
makes a great difference whether a child is 
born in one’s own home or next door. So let 
the Bells of Bethlehem ring for us. 

It is a scientific fact that a sound-wave 
moves outward from its center, in concentric 
circles, further and further until its vibrations 
touch the uttermost borders of the infinite 
space. So ring the Bells of Bethlehem; and 
the sphere of their message grows wider and 
wider with the passing years, till the Christ 
shall come again and speak peace to the chil- 
dren of men. Ring on, O Bells of Bethlehem! 
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“And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger.’—Luke 2:12. 


HE corroboration of the angels’ story 
was the babe wrapped in swaddling 


clothes, lying in a manger. We who live 
so long after the shepherds cannot expect to 
find the same corroboration of the good news 
of God’s love and grace. At the same time, 
there are signs—not entirely out of relation to 
that which is spoken of in our text, which do 
corroborate our faith in the angels’ story that 
‘A Saviour which is Christ the Lord’ has been 
born to us. 


1. First there is the sign of the Babe. This 
is the sign which so far at least corroborates 
our faith, that, when, God would exercise sav- 
ing grace on behalf of the world of men—He 
sends a baby. It is a method of His. He 
works through men—and therefore through 
babies who are the fathers of men. He revo- 
lutionizes human thought and action: He 
brings new direction to human affairs: He 
changes the character of art, literature, cus- 
tom, history in this way. 

Who was the old scholar of the Middle 
Ages who, contrary to custom, taught his 
pupils with no covering for his head? When 
asked the reason, he replied that it was in 
honour of the future consuls, poets, philoso- 
phers, masters, whom he was teaching. That 
old scholar knew what God’s method is. 

As a modern writer has said, ‘We fancy that 
God can only manage His world by big bat- 
talions abroad, when all the while He is doing 
it by little babies at home. When a wrong 
wants righting, or a truth wants presenting, or 
_ a continent wants opening, God sends a baby 
into the world to do it. That was why, long, 
long ago, a babe was born at Bethlehem.’ 


2. The second sign is the sign of the man- 
ger. This sign draws attention to the kind of 
cradles in which the babies who have meant 
most for the world have been laid. They have 
not, as a rule, been expensive cradles: but 
rude and rough, akin to mangers. Such were 
the cradles of Martin Luther, John Bunyan, 
Abraham Lincoln, David Livingstone, William 

Carey, Robert Burns, to name only a few. And 
today men do them reverence because of 
what they accomplished. 


December, 1939 


John Bunyan writes: ‘I was of a low and 
inconsiderable generation, my father’s house 
being of that rank that is meanest and most de- 
spised of all families in the land....I never 
went to school, to Aristotle or Plato, but was 
brought up in my father’s home in a very 
mean condition, among a company of poor 
countrymen.’ That was the beginning, and 
here is the ending. Froude writes of Bunyan’s 
works: ‘They have for two centuries affected 
the spiritual opinions of the English race in 
every part of the world, more powerfully than 
any book or books except the Bible.’ 

How shall we explain it? Heredity is some- 
thing, but how little! Environment is some- 
thing, but how little! Genius has no ancestry: 
genius laughs at circumstance. “The wind 
bloweth where it listeth.’ There are constant 
eruptions of the Spirit of God into the life of 
the human race—God finds, or makes new 
lenses for the light to shine through. He 
breathes of His spirit into human flesh as He 
did at the first. And how shall we limit what 
that breath of the Spirit can accomplish? Why 
should God not say, ‘This is my beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased?’ Why should not 
His eternal light find a lens of the Almighty’s 
making so that the Light of the world is made 
visible? 

The manger is not a sign confined to the 
first century. But on every occasion when we 
see the sign we are transported to the first 
century to a manger where the infant Re- 
deemer was laid. Today we remember with 
thankfulness the grace and love of God made 
manifest in one who was born of a woman 
and laid in a manger. 

3. And the third sign is the sign of the 
stable. It was not only mean, but as those 
who have slept in an Eastern stable know, it 
must have been dirty, unswept, unclean. 

We cannot, as the shepherds did, corrobor- 
ate our faith by seeing the Heavenly Babe in 
the Bethlehem stable. But here is the thought 
we have in mind: 


Were Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem 
born 
But not in thee—then wert thou still forlorn. 


Ones ona Gleat night a Child was born 


Who brought again what once was lost and 
torn. 
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Could but thy soul, O man, become a quiet 
night 

Christ would be born in thee, and set all things 
right. 


We cannot see Jesus the Babe born in a stable 
—but we can see Him reborn in lives and 
hearts that are unclean, that have such fea- 
tures in them that we should say they are no 
places for the dwelling of the Holy Spirit of 
God. And that sign is not only about us, but 
it is within us. 

There lay in Florence, near the Church of 
Santa Maria Novella, a huge block of marble. 
Sculptor after sculptor tried his chisel on it, 
the idea being to make it into a colossal hu- 
man figure. All to no purpose except to arouse 
ridicule. Then came Michelangelo. He built 
a house over it, and, after eighteen months of 
secret work, the figure of David was revealed, 
the majestic figure which today is one of the 
triumphs of Forentine art. 
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When God tackles the problem of the mis- 
shapen soul, it is not by chiselling at it that 
He brings shapeliness and beauty to it, but by 
the rebirth of Christ in it. 


There is a day in Spring 

When under all the earth the secret germs 

Begin to stir and glow before they bud. 

The wealth and pomp of mid-summer 

Lie in the heart of that inglorious. hour 

Which no man names with blessing, though its 
work 

Is blessed by all the world. Such days there are 

In the slow story of the growth of souls. 


These are the Nativity days, when Christ is 
reborn, and the soul which was and is still 
unclean becomes the shrine where God is. 
This is the sign of the stable, and when it 
appears, though we might not always notice 
it in others, or even in ourselves, the angels 
sing Hallelujahs and give glory to God in the 
Highest.—Expository Times. 


GERISt—lHE OUGE STONE en 
HUMAN HEARTS 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


“Behold this child is set for the fall and rising 
of many in Israel; and for a sign which 
shall be spoken against; that the thoughts 
of many hearts may be revealed.”—Luke 
2:34-85. 


HAVE never read any comment on it, but 
I I take it for granted that Raphael’s great 

painting of Jesus and His mother in the 
Dresden gallery is an attempt to describe the 
thoughts and emotions of the mother and 
her child at the presentation in the temple. 
Mary, listening to the words of Simeon, pre- 
sents, and yet holds back, her child, and her 
unfocused eye seems to be filled with wonder 
and awe as she sees far in the distance the 
strange destiny of the child who rests in her 
arms. 


Simeon had come by the Spirit into the tem- 
ple when Joseph and Mary brought Jesus up 
to present Him. By a revelation he knew that 
this child was the Lord’s Christ, and taking 
Him up in his arms, he blessed Him. “Behold, 
this child is set for the fall and rising again of 
many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be 
spoken against; Yea, a sword shall pierce 
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through thy own soul also, that the thoughts 
of many hearts may be revealed.” 

In this statement of the destiny of Jesus 
there are three things said of Him—all of them 
strikingly illustrated and fulfilled in the life of 
Jesus, in the history of His Church ever since, 
and in the lives and hearts of men today. 
First, that Christ is to men either a blessing or 
a condemnation. Second, that His presence, 
His truth, His church, will ever create oppo- 
sition. And third, that Christ Himself is the 
revealer of the thoughts of the heart. 

I. Christ divides between men. It has be- 
come a fashion today to eulogize doubt, and 
praise doubters as superior minds, and _ pre- 
sumably, superior characters. It is worthwhile 
to remember, therefore, that we have nothing 
of this in Christ, or in the Scriptures, and that 
Christ makes it clear that the different attitude 
of men towards Him is to be accounted for by 
a difference in their heart. He told them 
plainly that the reason they did not believe 
in Him and love Him was because the love of 
the Father was not in their heart. They were 
not of the truth, therefore, they would not 
come unto Him. In the great doctrines of the 
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Christian faith, the Incarnation, the Atone- 
_ ment, the Resurrection, the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, the present intercession of the Son of 
God and His Second Coming to judge men 
and angels—in these doctrines, some find only 
an occasion for scorn and angry rejection, and 
others treat them as impossible and old-wives’ 
tales; while others again rise upon these gran- 
ite foundations of faith to holiness of life and 
fellowship with God. They find them to be 
not a stumbling block as some do, or foolish- 
ness as others do, but the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. How shall we account 
for this difference, this contrasting reaction to 
Christ and His Gospel? Not in environment; 
not in training; not in education, or heredity 
—for those who have had the same training, 
environment, heredity and education part com- 
pany in the presence of Christ, some stum- 
blng upon Him and falling, others rising 
through faith and obedience to nobility and 
beauty of life. “The reason,” Christ says, “is 
a difference in life.” 


The last scene in the earthly life of Christ 
is a tragic demonstration of the way in which 
Christ divides among men. It was a prefigura- 
tion, too, of His influence upon human nature 
through all the ages. There He hung between 
the two thieves, one of whom reviled Him and 
cursed Him and mocked, while the other said, 
“Remember me when Thou comest into Thy 
Kingdom.” So Christ is set for the falling and 
rising again of many souls, so He divides be- 
tween men. He is the savor of death unto 
death, or to others the savor of life unto life. 
It is this fact which gives an immense earnest- 
‘ ness and solemnity to the preaching of Christ 
and His Gospel. No one can hear it without 
being made thereby either better or worse. It 
is the proclamation of life eternal to them 
that believe; the proclamation of death to 
them that reject Him. 


II. Christ will always be opposed in the 
_ world. “Behold this child is set for a sign 

- which shall be spoken against.” The angels, 
when they announced the birth of Christ, had 
foretold only His glory and His triumph. It 
remained for the devout Simeon to tell the 
plain truth that Christ who had come in the 
beauty of holiness and innocence, the incarna- 
tion of divine love and pity and compassion, 
would be encompassed by hatred and enemies 
at every step in His earthly career, until at 
length the storm of human passion and anger 
broke over His head upon the cross. 

There are many scenes in the history of the 
human race which are of a nature to undeceive 
those who will know nothing of human nature 
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but its original goodness and excellence. But 
the one chapter in the history of humanity 
which forever refutes such a definition of hu- 
man nature is that chapter which relates for 
us the life and the death of Jesus Christ. In 
that chapter we learn what human nature is 
and to what length it will go. This child is 
set for a sign which shall be spoken against. 
When I recall that some said He had a devil, 
others that He was mad, that men took up 
stones to stone Him, that they tried to throw 
Him over a precipice, that they betrayed Him 
and mocked Him and spat upon Him, crowned 
Him with thorns and crucified Him, and re- 
flect that I share the same nature as those men, 
then I come to understand how far the heart 
can go in its rebellion against God. 


In how striking a manner, the prediction of 
Simeon has been fulfilled. Wherever Christ, 
His cause, His Church, His Gospel, His doc- 
trines, His true disciples are, there Christ will 
be spoken against. Wherever He is not spoken 
against, wherever His Gospel is not rejected 
and scored, but received with polite courtesy 
or dismissed with cool indifference, there you 
can be sure that it is not Christ who is 
preached, and that what was taken to be the 
Gospel is “another Gospel which is not an- 
other.” The real Christ, the real Gospel, will 
always be a sign to be spoken against. 


It is possible so to preach Christ that He 
will not be spoken against. You can leave out 
His awful claims to pre-existence, deity, world 
dominion and judgment; you can omit His 
stern demands upon believers; you can be si- 
lent as to the solitary and exclusive way of 
righteousness and salvation, by faith in Him 
alone—all these things which are repugnant to 
the natural mind and heart of man, you can 
leave out, but only to discover that Christ so 
preached is not a sign to be spoken against. 
St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Galatians 
how men urged him to tone down a little the 
terms of redemption, tried to persuade him to 
say that although men were saved by Christ, 
it was also necessary for them to observe cer- 
tain Jewish laws and rites. But he said that 
if he should do that, then would the “offense 
of the Gospel” cease. But what he declared 
to be the offense of the Gospel, that the sin- 
ner is saved only by his faith in Christ—that 
to Paul was the power of the Gospel, the 
Gospel of which he was not ashamed, the 
Gospel in which he gloried. Nothing less than 
this seems now to be the question before the 
Church of Christ. Shall the Gospel, a stone of 
stumbling or a rock of rising, a sign to be 


spoken against, or a truth to be embraced with 
Turn to page 595 
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MUST PASSENGERS EO tre 
NEW YEAR VOYAGE 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS 


Acts 27:31. 

EAR the finale in the Book of Acts is 
| \ | the tale of some ancient mariners, not 

told with rhyme but with reason div- 
ine. It is a memorable saga of the sea. The 
night is dark, and the voyagers are far from 
port. In an effort to save their lives by escape 
from a vessel which they feel doomed, the 
sailors seek to slip away in a small boat. Paul, 
man of God and spokesman for truth, stopped 
the escape with these words: “Except these 
abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.” And 
so it happened, for the words of God remain 
true and dependable either on troubled waters 
or on mistakable stone, either in the Medi- 
terranean or in America, either in the first 
century or in the twentieth. 

As these men voyaged on a little boat across 
unknown and dangerous waters, so we journey 
today as we launch our ship into the waves 
and winds of a new year. On the voyage 
come days of unruffled calm when the clear 
unclouded blue of the heavens is mirrored in 
the smooth deep azure of the water. There 
are days when gentle breezes brush against 
one’s cheek as softly and as tenderly as the 
kiss of one’s beloved babe. We are some- 
times thinking, and sometimes not even bother- 
ing to think, for we are untroubled. But on 
other days, the voyage is like a page of this 
log book recorded by the Jandsman Luke who 
journeyed with Paul from Palestine to Italy. 
The boat is creaking as the hurricane winds 
how] with the velocity of a tempest, the decks 
stand on end, and the passengers cry aloud 
for help. We cannot master the sea alone. We 
are in need, dire need. 

In our despair we strip the ship, and in our 
haste and frenzy we are tempted to throw 
overboard that which we can ill afford to 
lose, and the loss of which will bring certain 
disaster to every voyager. In regard to some 
great things which must travel with us through 
the New Year comes the word of God as 
clearly and as imperative as it came through 
Paul to Roman sailors in the first century: 
“Except these abide in the ship ye cannot be 
saved.” These constitute the “Must Passen- 
gers’ for the life voyage across the ocean of 
the years. 
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One such Must Passenger is Faith. Business, 
government and science stand beside religion 
in emphasis on faith. When faith in govern- 
ment fails we have a revolution. When faith 
in business and science fails we have econom- 
ic and intellectual chaos. When faith in God 
fails, we have spiritual and moral shipwreck 
for the individual and the race. It is utterly 
impossible to sail forth into the new year with- 
out faith. Faith is hard to maintain, but all 
days are not gray; and all men are not dis- 
honest and all women are not insincere. For 
every man who shakes his faith in folks there 
are several others who in their quiet unassum- 
ing fidelity to duty point the way to glory and 
God. While lurid headlines record the disaster 
to one in high place, of a hundred others 
might it well be said: 


“Large was his bounty, and his soul sincere, 
Heaven did a recompense as large send: 
He gave to misery all he had—a tear; 
He gained from Heaven (’twas 
wished) a friend. 


“No further seek his merits to disclose, 
Or draw his frailties from their dread abode— 
There they alike in trembling hope repose— 
The bosom of His Father and his God.” 


all he 


Jesus has not failed. All the blessed promises 
contained in the pages of the Bible hold true 
as in the times of the fathers, and every man 
who launches his vessel upon them this year 
finds them verified anew in his own experience. 
You can depend upon God not merely to give 
you things, but to bestow His presence upon 
and into your life. Goodness and trust have 
not failed. They are not only incarnate in 
Christ, but manifest to an unanticipated de- 
gree in many of God’s children, springing to 
light and fruitage in unsuspected moments, 
and explained only by the Power of God and 
the Presence of God’s divine spirit. Our mighty 
Pilot is not being defeated. With Him we 
shall find a host of fellow passengers singing 
as they come, smiling as they advance, for 
they too have traveled in faith unto the other 
side of the wide ocean. 

Another such Must Passenger for the voy- 
age through the New Year is Courage. Every 
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_ High School boy knows that word, Courage, 


¥ December, 1939 


: 


is built upon the Latin word for heart. With 
courage we have heart. When courage leaves, 
heart leaves. A man without courage comes 
strangely like a living body walking around 
without any real life in it. As there are issues 
and events to defeat faith, so there are issues 
and events to render more difficult Courage. 
But we do not need courage in an easy day. 
Whatever may be said about our new year, 
one thing is beyond argument; it is no easy 
time to live. Therefore it is a grand time, and 
a day calling forth great courage. But Chris- 
tian courage is not bombastic bravery for the 
sake of selfish gain, and the vocifierous nosings 
of one’s inflated ego. We need the God-be- 
stowed, spiritual courage that marked Daniel 
in Babylon when he said “No,” in the pres- 
ence of insidious temptations towards sin. We 
need the courage to persist steadily and smil- 
ingly upon a course of conduct that we believe 
to be in accord with the will of Christ, despite 
all be counted for the kingdom of God when 
timid souls are running for cover to avoid 
criticism and opposition. First century Chris- 
tianity advanced over the opposition of He- 
brews and the persecution of Romans because 
the men who knew Christ were courageous 
and true. Such a spirit must travel with us 
across the New Year if our vessel is to make 
the desired haven at the end of the voyage. 


God, make me brave for life, 

Oh, braver than this 

Let me straighten after pain 

As a tree straightens after the rain, 
Shining lovely again. 

God make me brave for life 

Much braver than this 
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As the blown grass lifts let me rise 
From sorrow with quiet eyes, 
Knowing thy way is wise. 

God, make me brave. Life brings 
Such blinding things. 

Help me to keep my sight 

That out of the dark comes light. 
Help me to see aright. 


Yet another Must Passenger about which it 
can be truly said, “Except this abides in the 
ship, you cannot be saved,” is Persistence. It 
is easy to start out with faith, and not so hard 
to maintain courage for a brief period. “He 
endureth to the end shall be saved,” and the 
emphasis is on the phrase, “To the end.” Lis- 
teners to the Rose Bowl game between Duke 
and Southern California need not to be re- 
minded that not even 59 minutes and ten sec- 
onds of playing time is enough to hold the 
opposing team from the goal line. It takes 
full sixty minutes of persistence to win. The 
passenger prisoner of this first century voyage 
illustrated beautifully this quality of persis- 
tence. The motto on his life was “On and 
ever on, for Christ.” He never slowed up. He 
never got in reverse. But all persistence is but 
a faint reflection of what we see in Jesus who 
for the joy before Him, endured the Cross, 
despising the shame, until He was set down at 
the right hand of God the Father. He met the 
Cross because He set his face steadfastly, like 
an unbreakable piece of granite, to go to Jeru- 
salem. He, like some of whom the apostle 
wrote, endured, as seeing the invisible. 

Check your passenger list. Insist on the 
presence of these three passengers on your 
ship for your voyage through the New Year, 
Bon Voyage. 


fee SHUI (= INGRSIN 


TALMAGE C. JOHNSON 


“God be merciful to me a sinner.” Luke 18:18. 


HERE is no Sin. There are Sins. The 
word “Sin”, written with a capital letter, 

= is a vague and meaningless term—an 
abstraction, the name of a class. But sins are 
very real and very particular. There are all 
kinds of sins. There are big sins and little 
sins. There are sins of omission and sins of 
commission. There are great sins and mean, 
petty sins. But there is no abstract thing 
called sin. In the same sense there is no 


“Beauty.” There are beautiful things. There 
is no “Truth.” There are true judgments. We 
have made but little progress in our philoso- 
phy of Beauty, Truth, and Goodness since the 
classical philosophers of ancient Greece. 


Today we need conviction of sins, but we 
shall not have it until we recognize that sins 
are particular, individual acts. Most of us are 
willing to admit that we are sinners. But when 
asked about the particular sins that we com- 
mit, we are not quite so ready to make con- 
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fession. We talk about sin as a class, but we 
need to do more talking about “a sin” or “the 
sins” of which we are guilty. 


Some months ago a group of preachers was 
asked what the most common sins of the 
present day are. The list of sins as made by 
them was almost entirely a list of negatives. 
Now it is quite true that there are negative 
sins, but is it not also true that sins are positive 
more often than negative and that the sinful 
life is a life of activity more often than a life 
of passivity? 

Another misconception of sins is that they 
are necessarily heinous acts, flagrant violations 
of a generally accepted moral code. Said a 
deacon to me the other day, “There are sins 
other than drunkeness, gambling, and im- 
morality, and I sometimes think there are 
greater sins.” Then he listed as among the 
greater moral lapses of the day: gossip, im- 
patience, nagging, unkindness, and unchari- 
table judgment. I think he was wise and 
right. Many of our church leaders today, both 
men and women, would be chagrined to be 
told that their sins against humanity are num- 
erous and grievous. But aren’t they? 


Long ago they said of Jesus, “He eateth 
with publicans and sinners.” Maybe folks 
haven’t changed so much since his day. Today 
more of “the milk of human kindness,” more 
genuine unselfish love of humanity, more for- 
bearance and patience with human weakness 
may be found in some of those who have vio- 
lated the conventions of society than in some 
of those who, because they never trod the 
primrose path of passion and of appetite, set 
themselves up as paragons of virtue. I suspect 
that in the long ago Jesus found that those 
who had “loved well but not wisely,” those 
who had sinned and knew it, those who be- 
cause of their own weakness could be patient 
with human frailty, were more susceptible to 
his teachings, and more congenial to his com- 
panionship than the hard, cold Scribe or the 
self-righteous Pharisee. I suspect that today 
Jesus finds more of His spirit in some of those 
who commit what we term the major sins than 
in some of the respectable leaders of organized 
religion who constantly behold the mote in 
their brother’s eye. Such ought not to be. 

It seems to me that the sins of today might 
be grouped as sins of self-destruction, sins of 
social detriment, and sins of cosmic obstruc- 
tion. These are forced classes to be sure, since 
each particular sin has a triple reference to 
self, a reference to society, and a reference to 
God. But for the purpose of examining their 
nature, let us so classify them. 
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Sins of self-destruction are those activities 
that prevent the development of all of one’s 
talents and resources. There are things that 
are injurious to the body, there are other 
things that harm the mind, and still other 
things that injure the spiritual life. In this 
group we must place not only the flagrant 
sins of intemperance and vicious immorality, 
but also the more subtle sins of restricted 
vision, narrowed interest, and stunted growth. 
Dr. Percy E. Lindley declares, “Salvation is 
no longer considered the result of a sudden 
event, but the result of a life process. He is 
best saved who has managed to conserve more 
of his powers and strengthen them.” It is not 
sufficient for a person to hold on to his talents. 
He must increase them by use. The Master 
meant precisely that when he told the parable 
of the stewards and ended it with the declara- 
tion, “To him that hath shall be given, and 
from him that hath not shall be taken even 
that which he hath.” 


The sins of social detriment are, of course, 
those sins that harm somebody else—sins of 
omission and sins of commission against one’s 
fellowmen. In this class we must put not only 
murder that ends a life but also the assasina- 
tion of character by means of a gossiping 
tongue. Here we must place not only robbery 
that takes away the property of another but 
also indifference to social conditions that deny 
to the underprivileged an opportunity of ac- 
quiring possessions. Here we must place not 
only the selling of liquor but also every act 
that serves to increase its consumption and 
furnishes its usage social approval. Here we 
must place every act that abets prejudice, 
fortifies ignorance, or comforts intolerance. 


Sins of cosmic obstruction are those activi- 
ties that hinder the progress of man toward 
the realization of divine purpose. They are 
the sins against God himself. The glory of 
man is that he may contribute to God’s 
plotted destiny of the world and the cosmos. 
And what is that plotted destiny? The angels 
sang of it on Judean plains outside the gates 
of Bethlehem, “Peace! Good-will toward men.” 
No activity is righteous that blocks God’s pur- 
pose of universal peace and good-will among 
men. Every thought, and every word, and 
every deed that encourages ill-will between 
individuals, between groups, between races, or 
between nations is sinful. God purposes the 
happiness and well-being of every created 
soul. To help Him toward that goal is good; 
to hinder Him either by omission or by com- 
mission is sinful. 


The Expositor 


There is no Sin. No vague, indefinite, ab- 
_ stract Sin. But there are sins—real, definite, 
* concrete, particular sins. Sins that destroy 
selves. Sins too numerous to list. Sins that 
- hurt others. Sins that block God’s course. Are 


you and I guilty of them? Just a glimpse at 
ourselves, as we are, forces from us the cry, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.” And when 
we so cry, from God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord comes still, salvation from every sin. 


OU EINES 


CLAUDE R. SHAVER, D.D. 


Reasonable Christmas Expectations 

“To give knowledge of Salvation . . . whereby 
the day-spring from on high hath visited 
us.” Luke 1:77-78. 


These words are quoted as from a priest; 
yet, as in many literary instances they were 
from a poetic mind and heart. They combine 
reasonable expectations with radiant imaginery 
and rare beauty. 

I. LIGHT —a fundamental requirement of 
every living creature was to have new inter- 
pretations in soul illumination through the 
truths which Jesus brought; as to God, life 
and duty. Light shows imperfections, and at 
the same time stimulates vitality. It prevents 
stumbling and points the way to finer ob- 
jectives. 

II. HEAT and warmth are supplementary 
influences; also to be expected. Bret Harte’s 
story “Luck of the Roaring Camp” emphasized 
what the coming of a little child could do 
toward warming the hearts of lonely and sin 
hardened miners. Likewise the “Babe in the 
Manger.” Edith Cavell said “Patriotism is not 
enough” as she defended the grace of kindness 
and sympathy. 

Ill. LIFE naturally follows the influences 
of light and heat. A new life was promised to 
Nicodemus and to the world. Regeneration is 
not an unreasonable after-effect of the ap- 
_ proach of Jesus Christ to the world. Note 

Dr. Link’s “Rediscovery of Man.” 

It is significant that the last chapter in the 
old Testament and the first chapter in Luke’s 
logical biography should make use of this 
symbolism e. g. Mal. 4:2 and Luke 1:73. 
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Some Overlooked Christmas Surprises 


“And lo!” (Luke 2:9.) “And Suddenly” (18.) 
“All that heard wondered” (1.) 
Some of the ever-present delights of the 
Christmas season are its unexpected and 
unique surprises; gifts, greetings and memo- 
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ries, which bring rare pleasure because unus- 
ual. So with the deeper satisfactions of the 
first, as well as of every Christmas season. 

I. A reminder of the nearness of another 
unseen world. That God was not far from 
those Bethlehem hills came home to the shep- 
herds with vivid realism. They responded 
immediately to this supreme fact. The mate- 
rialistic and trivial in our modern sentiments 
may obscure this greater spiritual reality. 

II. Nature of the helpfulness, bringing 
peace, good will, and reconciliation between 
God and men, may also be overlooked; as it 
was by the Rabbis then, as now. The ancient 
wailing place over the “Departed Glory” has 
no place in modem Christianity; since today’s 
hope is not in that direction. The true glory 
has not departed but becomes more radiant to 
those who look fairly at its meanings. “The 
wonder” of God’s love and the mission of Jesus 
are still charged with surprises to those who 
believe. 

III. The unique method of divine approach 
is surprising only to superficial minds. “Who 
hath believed our report” (Isa. 53:1). “Thy 
gentleness hath made me great” (Ps. 18:35). 
Elijah discovered God, not in the wind, earth- 
quake or fire; but in the still small voice. 
Nathaniel asked “Can any good thing come 
out of Nazareth” and was told that he would 
see “Heaven open” (John 1:51). But that 
promise was fulfilled differently from material 
expectations. Christmas thinking needs the 
deeper insights. 

y 


The Christmas After-Glow 
“Now lettest thy servant depart in peace... 


mine eyes have seen thy salvation... a 
light to lighten the Gentiles.” Luke 
2:29-32. 


A Christmas post-card sometimes appears 
with a summer setting; verdant scene along 
flowing river, bordered with trees and rolling 
hills, with a golden glow of the departing sun. 
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At first this may seem out of harmony with the 
season; and yet Christmas joy, after all, is an 
all-the-year glory. So with Simeon of old, who 
was satisfied to take away the true spiritual 
afterglow of Christmas, from that first inter- 
view. 

I. The glow of an awakened hope; which 
for many years had been slumbering and ob- 
scured amidst forms, ceremonies and mistaken 
interpretations. The “glory” here manifest was 
not in signs or wonders but in simplicity and 
purity of life: Radiance which still abides. 

II. The glow of neighborly helpfulness—an 
ever-recurring reaction. 


O it isn’t the holly, it isn’t the snow; 
It isn’t the tree or the firelight’s glow: 
But a radiant gleam of Kindness, when 
The Christ child touches the hearts of men. 


III. The expectancy of faith, due to intelli- 
gent interpretations of scripture. This state 
of mind is needed today. Simeon was ready; 
because of fuller knowledge of the divine plan 
which enabled him to find the reality back of 
simplicity. We hear of catechumens who 
“take instructions to join the church” but we 
should hear also of those who join the church 
to take fuller instructions. In this latter group 
is the real after-glow of Christmas. The Apostle 
John was once known as a “son of thun- 
der;” but in later years he caught the spirit of 
gentleness and charity. It was then that he 
wrote “We behold his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
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Christmas and the Joy of Giving 
By John Mowat 
“God so loved the world, that he gave.’—John 
3:16. 
HRISTMAS has come round once again 
Cc —Christmas, that most wonderful season 
of the year—when every window in the 
town is crammed with such wonderful toys 
and things that you can’t help flattening your 
nose against it in the sheer joy of looking at 
them. A great time, Christmas! like no other 
time in the year. I wonder what it is in Christ- 
mas that makes it so full of happiness? There 
is a whole lot of things, of course, that do it. 
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truth” (John 1:14). He had discovered the 
after-glow. 
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Cheer Leaders Who Lead 


“In the world ye shall have tribulation; but I 
have overcome the world.” John 16:88. 


It has taken a twentieth century imagination 
to coin the term “cheer leader.” But in many 
cases these leaders have brief reign and their 
cause is soon forgotten. These words intro- 
duce a cheer leader who has exercised a most 
inspiring influence through nineteen hundred 
years. 

I. His approach is out of cordial good will 
and personal interest. “He knew what was in 
man.” A boy’s definition of a friend — “Knows 
all about you and yet likes you.” Jesus knew 
faults as well as virtues in mankind. 

II. His motive to bring out the best in hu- 
man life. Jenny Lind’s best friend was one 
who saw possibilities in her talent; even in the 
face of technical criticism and discouragement. 
How many world benefactors could testify to 
this cheerful relation with the Christ:—Peter, 
Augustine, Francis of Assizi, Luther and Ka- 
gawa. 

III. His ever watchful guidance has held 
many lives in wholesome and happy lines of 
conduct. Friendly stabilizing influences have 
been stronger than threats and coercion. 

IV. All of which leads to the final happy 
consummation. No man cometh unto the 
Father but by me .. . I am the way, the truth 
and the life. 


DU Pala 


There are the parties it brings, when the hall 
is decorated and you are decorated, and the 
trees are laden with gifts, and dear old Santa 
Claus comes, clad in his scarlet cloak. When 
we are lucky, there’s the excitement of frost 
and snow, with glorious skating and sledging 
and the building of large snow-men, and were 
in a world made white and beautiful in a man- 
tle of sparkling snow. And most of all, there’s 
the thrill of hanging up your stockings and 
wondering what Santa will bring you —and 
lying there in the dark, struggling to keep 
awake, with one ear cocked and one eye just 
the tiniest little bit open, hoping to see him 
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‘come down the chimney. And then the next 
you know it is morning and you have missed 
‘him after all—and there’s your stocking bulg- 
‘ing with the gifts he brought while you slept. 
And oh! the fun and excitement, as you handle 
‘it all over—feel one bulging lump after an- 
‘other, trying to guess what it is! A great time 
‘Christmas—a glorious happy time! 


And yet I feel that that’s not the whole rea- 
son why it is so happy. I feel that there’s 
something more in it than that. Once upon a 
time, away in the beginning of the world, all 
‘the rivers of the world met together. The 
-Teviot was there, and the Tweed; the Forth 
‘was there, and the Thames; the Ganges was 
there, and the Brahmaputra; and all the rivers 
were there. And, when the meeting was over, 
‘the chairman asked them where they were 
-going and what they were going to do. And 
the Thames said, “I am going to a place called 
“London, where I shall be known as the mis- 
_tress of the rivers of the world.” The Hudson 
said, “And I am going to America, and on my 
“banks are going to be great cities, and J shall 
be the wealthiest river in the world.” The 
“Ganges said, “And I am going to India, and 
children will be thrown into my bosom, and 
‘I shall be the most sacred river in the world.” 
But there was one river that did not say a word. 
-“Who are you?” they asked. “I am the Nile.” 
_“And where are you going, and what are you 
going to do?” And the Nile said, “I am going 
to Africa. There’s a desert there, called the 
Sahara—a huge burning desert—so scorched 
-and parched by the heat of the sun that men 
-cannot live in it, and nothing will grow. And 
-I am going to roll down my waters from the 
“mountains and bring down life from the moun- 
tains to the desert. And then I shall flow on 
into the Mediterranean Sea.” All the other 
rivers laughed. “Africa” they said, “that hot 
-and barren land? Why don’t you go to some 
place worthwhile?” But the Nile said, “I will 
- go’; and it went, and gave of its richest and 
-best. And God, sitting on His throne, saw 
what the Nile had done, and said, “That is 
_the most beautiful and most holy river in the 
~ world.” 


And I think that’s what makes Christmas so 

_ beautiful and so merry and so holy a time in 
- the world’s life. It’s not because we get things, 
but because we give things that it’s so happy. 
_ Didn’t you feel that when you brought gifts 
here today? It cost you a lot to give up what 
~you brought. You wanted to keep it for your- 
 self—didn’t want to give it away. But then 
~ you thought of those poor children—so ragged, 
_and cold, and hungry, and uncared for—know- 
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ing nothing of the wonder of Christmas, be- 
cause they are so poor and forgotten. And 
thinking of them, you said, “I will give it’; 
and then wrapped it up in brown paper and 
brought it here to God. It cost you something 
to give it up. But didn’t you feel the queer 
glow at your heart when you gave it—felt hap- 
pier somehow and better, just because you 
gave itP That really is what makes Christmas 
so wonderful. Though it is nice, too, to get 
things, it’s because we give things to other 
people that Christmas is so holy and happy. 
That’s why the streets are so busy. Mothers 
go out buying things, but not for themselves. 
Staid uncles and aunts openly buy dolls and 
are not ashamed to be seen buying them— 
chuckle over daft clock-work toys and buy 
them—not for themselves but for others. And 
there’s a twinkle in their eyes, and a lurking 
happiness in their faces which are born of the 
spirit of Christmas. 

The strange thing is that that’s why God is 
so happy too. You remember the beautiful 
old story? how the shepherds sat round the 
camp fire watching their sheep by night, and 
the angels appeared in the sky singing with 
joy and gladness. It is not because God was 
getting something from men that heaven rang 
with happiness. It was because He was giving 
them something that Christmas night—the most 
wonderful thing He could give—His only Son 
Jesus to save and redeem the world. There 
are some people who feel that God is very 
stern and terrible—always demanding things 
from us. The wonder of Christmas is that it 
tells us of a Manger in Bethlehem, and a little 
Child wrapped in swaddling clothes—and that 
God finds His happiness, too, in giving His 
best and His all.—From The Expository Times. 


7% 
Giving Gifts 
E have probably given and received 
W many gifts at this Christmas time. 
At the first Christmas it was God 
Who gave us Jesus. Then the wise men 
brought gifts to Jesus. Gifts have come to be 
associated with the Christmas season. 

It is always better to give than to receive. 
The Bible teaches us that. While some give gifts 
because they hope to receive gifts in return, 
there is more real joy in actual giving than in 
mere receiving. This morning I want to tell 
you about a man who has been giving gifts 
at Christmas time for many years. 

His name is Sam Coplon and he lives in 
Brooklyn. It was after the Spanish-American 
War that he went to a place in the Adiron- 
dack Mountains, in New York State, to regain 
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his health. He was there for several years. 
In that time he came to know many people 
and he learned how poor they were. These 
people treated him with much kindness. His 
gratitude was real. 


Mr. Coplon had a store in the mountains 
where he lived. As Christmas came and he 
saw how poor some of the children were he 
wanted to do something about it. So he took 
some toys from his store and went into the 
hills to give them to children for Christmas. 
The children to whom he gave them were very 
happy. The next year he took more toys and 
visited more children. When he moved to 
Brooklyn he continued to return to the moun- 
tains every Christmas time to give gifts to the 
poor people. He began to take clothing and 
food for children and older people. Soon he 
had so many poor families on his list that he 
needed help. This was given him by welfare 
workers and church people. Now instead of 
reaching just a few families the gifts go into 
six counties and he has many folk helping him. 


Manufacturers of toys which Mr. Coplon 
sells have become interested and every year 
give gifts of toys for these poor children. Mr. 
Coplon gives the food and clothing. Now he 
has many people beside himself finding hap- 
piness in giving gifts. 

He has two children of his own. They and 
their mother are glad to stay at home on 
Christmas without their father because they 
know he is bringing happiness to other people. 


Yes, it is a lot of work. But Mr. Coplon and 
the others say the joy and happiness is worth 
all the effort. We, too, can find joy and hap- 
piness in giving gifts to the poor, and thus 
leave a trail of peace and good will that leads 
to the Christ Child.—Wm. R. Siegart. 
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A Lump of Sugar 
N this hand I have a lump of sugar and 
iT here is a jar of water. Watch what hap- 
pens when I place the sugar in the water. 
Before long there is no lump of sugar, but we 
know the sugar is in the water. Stirring it 
will help little, as there is nothing left of the 
lump. Let us taste it and we shall find what 
became of the lump of sugar. It melted into 
the water, and has sweetened the whole mass 
of water. I can pour the water into this shal- 
low dish, and taste any part of it, and it will 
be just as sweet as any other part. The sugar 
has gone all through the water, and has 
changed it. 
That is a good picture of what happens to 
boys and girls and older folk, too, when they 
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learn the story about Jesus coming into this 
world to change us from plain, selfish, prob- 
ably mean, and sometimes sinful, people into 
unselfish, clean people, who go out of their 
way to do kind things for others. 

Christmas is the day we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus, the day the angels sang with joy and 
gladness because God had given His only Son 
to make the whole world a better place to live 
in. Of course, there are many boys and girls 
who do not know about Jesus, but we do 
know about Him, and by and by we shall find 
every part of our lives changed by His love, 
just as this jar of water was changed by add- 
ing the sugar. Then, no matter how poor we 
are, or how lonely we are, or how difficult 
things are for us, those who come in contact 
with us will find that Jesus is just as much a 
part of us as when we were receiving gifts on 
Christmas Day, and taking part in the festivi- 
ties and celebration. 

Jesus promises to strengthen and to season 
our actions, our choices, and our lives, if we 
just allow Him to become a part of ourselves. 
There are several places in the Bible where 
we are told how much Jesus can become a 
part of us. One of those stories is in the Gos- 
pel of John, (read John 15:5). Another such 
promise may be found in Romans, (read Ro- 
mans 11:16). 

We know the root is holy, because we know 
that Jesus is the root in this story, and if we 
allow Him to become a part of our lives, we 
shall be like Him. 
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The House That Hearts Built 
By Carl S. Weist, D.D. 
HIS morning I am going to tell you a 
| fairy story, and it starts with “Once upon 
a time, on a lovely moonlight night a 
stone was out walking when he met a stick 
of wood.” 

“Good evening, Mr. Wood,” said Mr. Stone. 

“Good evening, Mr. Stone,” said Mr. Wood, 
and being old friends they walked along to- 
gether. 

“I’ve just had an idea,” said Mr. Stone. 
“How would you like to spring a little sur- 
prise on the people who live in this town? 
Let’s get together and build a Church for 
them.” 

“Oh, ho!” laughed Mr. Wood. “What do you 
mean?” 

“T mean just what I say. Let’s hurry about 
to see if Mr. Pain O. Glass, Mrs. Wilby Plas- 
ter, Miss Grainsy Sand, Mr. Strong Cement, 
Miss Slender Wire, will help us out.” 


The Expositor 


“All right,” said Mr. Wood, and away they 


-went in opposite directions as fast as they 


could go. And how you would have laughed 


-to see the sticks, stones, and glass working 


away all through the night. One stone would 
lie down, some mortar would run over him 


-and another stone would lie down on the mor- 
tar. When morning came, here was this won- 


derful Church. No one to this day knows 
what really happened in the night and how 
the Church happened to be built. Is that a 


true story? No? What is wrong? Is that the 


way Churches are built? 
You are right; there is more in the building 


-of a Church than bricks, stones and sticks. 


There are minds, hearts and souls in it. Paul 


_said, “For every house is builded by someone.” 


To build this, the thought, time and energy of 


“many people were required. Perseverance, 


courage, faith, sacrifice, loyalty and love are in 


“such a building. A Church is not a building 


made of dead materials; those are least impor- 


‘tant. A Church is a place to worship and to 
-pray, built of hearts of love and loyalty and 


faith. 
When you come here Sunday after Sunday, 


remember what your fathers and mothers, and 


other people did for you and for the other 
boys and girls of this town. Then show your 


thankfulness for this gift by using it. “For 


every house is builded by someone, and he 


that built all things is God.”—From “50 Ser- 
_mon-Talks for Boys and Girls,” Willett, Clark 
_& Company. 


Six Paths to God : 
~ “Who made God?” 


Nobody in all the world has ever been able 


to answer that great question; but many have 


made contact with God. 
You ask, What is meant by making contact 


~ with God? 


When I touch your hand I contact your 


hand, when I understand the thought that is 
in your mind, I contact your mind. 


Let me tell you of six paths to God, or six 


"ways by which I contact God. 


First Path—Nature. When I look at a rose I 


say, God acts and makes a rose; when I look 


at the earth and stars I say, God acts and 


makes them all; and since God is where He 
acts, I can contact him anywhere there is any- 
thing. 

Second Path—MIND. I notice how my own 


mind acts. I can remember, imagine, reason, 


love, hate, say “I will” and “I won't”; so if my 


mind’s activities are the same as God’s (the 
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Bible says that we are created in His image) 
then God remembers, imagines, reasons, loves, 
hates, and says “I will” and “I won't.” Hence 
I contact God through the way my mind is 
constructed. 


Third Path-THE HEBREW TEMPLE. I 
learn about the character of God by studying 
in the Old Testament the symbolic meanings 
of the Hebrew Temple—the most interesting 
structure that was ever in the world. I con- 
tact God’s character through the religious 
thoughts that this Temple suggested. 

Fourth Path-THE ATTITUDES OF THE 
PERSONALITY OF LITTLE CHILDREN. I 
note the attitudes of personality in little chil- 
dren, like four year old Nancy. She has faith, 
purity, simplicity, absence of race-hatred, orig- 
inality, good-humor. In my study to contact 
God I note that these are the personal atti- 
tudes of all little children, and that they are 
also the personal attitudes of Jesus. Hence I 
contact God in the personal attitudes of little 
children, children from 3 to 5 years of age. 

Fifth Path—JESUS. I believe that every 
word and act of Jesus is a word and act of 
God; because Jesus is the only person that 
ever lived whose words and actions, if put 
into practice, would harm no one. My great- 
est contact with God is through Jesus. 

Sixth Path-EVERYBODY. Finally, I under- 
stand that God has such a close relationship 
to everybody, good and evil, that what we say 
and do to anyone is the same as saying it and 
doing it to God. Hence I contact God in every 
person I meet. 

So while I cannot answer the question, 
“Who made God?” I have tried to point out 
six paths which lead to the understanding of 
God. 

These Paths to God may be followed re- 
gardless of whether one is young or old, sick 
or in health, rich or poor, a prisoner or free. 

“He leadeth me in the paths of righteous- 
ness.”’—Edwin Hamlin Carr, Ossining, N. Y. 


uf 
Prayer 


Ask in simplicity. True need forgets to be 
formal. Its utterances fly from the heart as 
sparks from a blacksmith’s anvil. Set phrases, 
long sentences, polysyllabic words, find little 
favor with the soul that is athirst for God and 
his grace. How brief are the sentences of the 
immortal and immutable prayer, which Christ 
taught his disciples! Do you essay to lead 
others in prayer? Express their need as well 
as your own. Do not go to the mercy seat on 
stiltsR. M. Offord. 
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She Saw the Christmas Lights 
Matt. 2:2. “For we have seen his star.” 


The elaborate Christmas illumination in 
Denver's civic center was originally scheduled 
to be flashed on for the first time on Christmas 
Eve. 

But Robert Brown of the Park Department 
heard that Mrs. Gustav Schoettle, who lay 
critically ill in an apartment overlooking the 
plaza, had said, “I wish I could see the 
Christmas lights before I die.” 

He told the city officials, and last night 
(December 20th) the lights were turned on 
for fifteen minutes—for Mrs. Schoettle.—The 
Associated Press. 


tf 


Christmas the Expression of God’s Heart 
John 3:16. “For God. so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son.” 

Our lovely custom of Christmas giving can- 
not confine the day. When the little children 
no longer scamper about the house, hiding 
bundles in their efforts at secrecy; when the 
crowds dwindle in stores and we no longer 
give such sympathy to the weary shoppers 
who strive to express large love by small in- 
come; when we no longer study the faces that 
we see in the rush as models for Madonnas, or 
of aged Simeons in the temple of the kindly 
God — even then Christmas abides. 

Yet in respect of this gracious custom, the 
pleasure of Christmas depends upon its rare 
coming. Christmas is the expression of God’s 
heart; and Christmas is never deeply real until 
it becomes the expression of a love like unto 
God’s.—Bishop Edwin H. Hughes. 


7 


Christmas Thanksgiving from a Cripple 
Eph. 5:20. “Giving Thanks always.” 

Unable to engage in the usual type of 
Christmas festivity, Lloyd Calkins, of Wichita, 
Kansas, gave thanks that he had so many 
things for which to live. Thirty-seven years 
of age, Calkins, a cripple from the time he was 
eight months old, weighed but forty-nine 
pounds. But with splendid optimism he said: 

“T don’t feel that I am badly off. I have my 
eyes to see with, my mind to think with, and 
my soul to live with and protect. 

“Man loves accomplishment. I have accom- 
plished some things and I know I am capable 
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of accomplishing more, of doing other things 
that I have never tried. So you see, one who 
is no worse off than I, has many things to live 
fOr.¢ 

Yet this man was unable to move hands or 
fingers but slightly. Each day he was taken 
down to his office, placed upon his desk. His 
head rested on a pillow, and in front of him 
was a telephone. The mouthpiece was near 
his lips, and a wire device held the receiver 
at his ear. 

Engaged in a real estate business, he had 
not missed a day from his office in eight years. 

An aged missionary once said she had neu- 
ritis, but there was no neuritis in her soul. 
Lloyd Calkins was crippled, but he evidently 
had an uncrippled spirit— one which was 
undismayed by difficulties. 


7 
The Feast of Lights 
John 8:12. “I am the light of the world.” 


An article in The Methodist Recorder, Lon- 
don, told of the manner in which Christmas | 
was observed in England in former days, and 
mentioned these facts: 

The rejoicing began before Christmas Day | 
itself arrived, for on Christmas Eve the Yule- 
log was brought into the house, often with 
great ceremony and always with hilarity, and 
placed on the fire, not primarily for the heat 
it would give but for its light, which would 
turn night into day and remind the thoughtful 
of how, on the first Christmas Day, the True 
Light, the Light of all Lights, came into the 
world to turn men’s spiritual darkness into day. 
In addition to the blazing log, our ancestors 
were in the habit of lighting huge candles, and 
my older readers will remember how their 
grocers used to give them such candles as 
Christmas gifts, to enable them to follow the 
ancient custom. So general was the habit of 
flooding the houses with light on Christmas 
Day, and throughout all the period of the 
feast, that churchmen often called the feast 
“The Feast of Lights.” 


7 
Artist’s Love for Christ 
John 14:28. “If a man love me.” 


It is said that when Dore was busy painting 
the face of Jesus in one of his pictures, a lady 
friend visited his studio, and her attention was 
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immediately riveted upon the face. As she 


stood there, the artist from one corner of the 


room watched closely the eager face of his 


friend. Suddenly turning round and facing the 


artist, she said “Monsieur Dore, why do you 
look at me so anxiously?” “I wanted to watch 
the impression that face produced upon you 
—and I think you like it.” “Yes, I do” she re- 
plied, “and do you know I was thinking that 
you could not paint such a face of Christ un- 
less you loved Him.” “Unless I loved Him!” 
said Dore, “Well, I trust that I do, and that 
most sincerely — but as I love HIM MORE I 


shall paint Him BETTER.’—The Rev. Henry 


Bridge. 
y 
Why the Firing Ceased 
Matt. 2:1. “When Jesus was born.” 

Day was dawning on a section in Northern 
France, yet no one could see very far from 
the trenches. It was evident that the move- 
ment was slightly forward. Between the Ger- 


~man and the French positions a lonely farm- 


house was still standing. Heavy guns began 
to boom with the rising of the sun. Suddenly 
on both sides the firing ceased, and a strange, 
dead stillness followed. Midway between the 
trenches, near the shattered farmhouse there 
was—could it be possible! —a little baby 


crawling on its hands and knees in the mead- 


‘on either side dare breathe. 


ow. It seemed perfectly happy, and gave a 
little laugh as it clutched something. 

Not a shot was fired. Scarcely did a soldier 
Then a soldier 


jumped out of a trench and ran to the creep- 
ing child. Tenderly he took it up and carried 


it back to shelter. 


No shots came from the 
trenches, but along both lines there rang out 
a mighty cheer. The coming of the little child 


had brought peace — at least for a few min- 


utes. 
So when the Christ child was born in Beth- 
lehem on that glad Christmas morning he was 


the Prince of Peace; and to all mankind was 
proclaimed peace and goodwill._The Sunday 
School Times. 


/ 


-Scrubwoman Shared Her Carpet 


_Eph. 4:32. “Kind one to another.” 


Here is an entry about a widowed scrub- 
woman, support of three children, to whom 
some one gave a carpet at Christmas for the 
bare floor of her home. The social worker 


found later on that she had cut it in four 


- 


pieces so that three other families in that 
house of bare floors might have a bit of carpet, 


_ too. 
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Cannot Explain Deepest Values 
Matt. 2:8. “When ye have found him.” 


We cannot explain our deepest values. No 
art lover can really explain to one who does 
not care for art why Raphael’s Madonna is a 
masterpiece. But he knows. The beauty has 
found him. It has satisfied his artistic sense, 
and others of like sense agree. That is the 
kind of thing we feel about Christ and his way 
of life. We know that it is the best way of 
living. It is the most satisfying. It brings 
peace to the conscience. It gives us the sense 
of fulfillment.—The Rev. James Reid. 


y 


Living with and for Others 
Rom. 14:7. “For none of us liveth to himself.” 
Young men having the advantages of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps have not only, by 
special government provision, been enabled to 
earn a living in the time of unemployment in 
the United States, but the contact with others 
developed a sympathetic human spirit. This fact 
is shown by a letter sent to The New York 
Times in connection with a subscription sent 
for the “Hundred Neediest Cases” at Christ- 
mastide —even though it came a few days 
late. This came from “Headquarters, Civilian 
Conservation Corps, Company 259” at Foley, 
Alabama. The commanding officer in forward- 
ing the amount said: 


“Probably one of the greatest lessons that is 
being taught in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps is the art and secret of living with 
others. By living with others, the idea of con- 
sidering others also becomes a necessary re- 
quirement in the curriculum of life. 

“The enclosed contribution of $36.65 repre- 
sents a subscription from the enrolees of Com- 
pany 259, Civilian Conservation Corps, who 
have learned the doctrine of living with and 
for others as well as for themselves. 

Very truly yours,” etc. 


It was a thoughtfully generous thing for 
these young men to give, out of the small 
amount they received, something for the needy 
of America’s great metropolis. 


if 


Christmas Eve 
Luke 2:7. “And laid him in a manger.” 
Into the crowded inn they came, 
Mary and Joseph of Nazareth, 
And nobody noticed a star’s bright flame 
Or the first glad cry on a baby’s breath; 
But strangely the morning dawned to bring 
Shepherds who asked for the new-born King. 
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The shepherds asked for the new-born King. 
“He sleeps in a stable near,” said they. 
“We have heard the angels of Heaven sing 
And that star above us has led the way!” 
They talked with Joseph, and Mary smiled 
As the shepherds gazed at her lovely child. 


The men and the women who filled the inn 
No heed to the star or the shepherds paid; 
Their hearts had no room to let Jesus in, 
For their kings wore purple and gold 
brocade— 
And they never knew in their smug conceit 
How close they had been to the Master’s 
feet. —Edgar A. Guest. 


uh 
What Can I Give Him? 
Matt. 2:11. “They presented him gifts.” 
Said Dr. William Lyon Phelps: 


Of all the modern poetry, called forth by 
Christmas, my favorite is “A Christmas Carol” 
by Christina Rossetti. 

In the bleak mid-winter 

Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
Snow on snow, 

In the bleak mid-winter 
Long ago. 


Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him 
Nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When He comes to reign; 

In the bleak mid-winter 
A stable-place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty 
Jesus Christ. 


Angels and archangels 
May have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim 
Thronged the air; 
But only His Mother 
In her maiden bliss 
Worshipped the Beloved 
With a kiss. 


What can I give Him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb, 
If I were a Wise Man 
I would do my part— 
Yet what I can I give Him, 
Give my heart. 
(Copyright McClure Newspaper Syndicate) — 
The Syracuse Post-Standard. 
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CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


J. J. PHELAN, D.D. 


A Christmas Thanksgiving 
IT. Cor. 11:23. “I am better.” 


An immigrant woman from Macedonis, 
Greece (the territory which was made a part 
of Bulgaria after the World War) tells a men’s 
luncheon-club how “happy and congenial” she 
has found her new home in America. “When 
I moved into my local home, I was amazed to 
find running water. Only the highly-favored 
have it over there and only as a luxury. There 
the people gather in the public baths. I enjoy 
your fine freedom, the best in the world. No 
one is afraid that Michigan or Indiana will 
mobilize their troops and send them into Ohio. 
Here we can vote as we please. There is 
plenty to eat. My children also receive free 
education—it is all so wonderful.” This has the 
ring of a real Thanksgiving. And she might 
have added “the privilege and right of reli- 
gious and civic conscience is still more won- 
derful.” In contrast, you will discover many 
native-born Americans, who are mere pup- 
pets of “Red” communism and who would’ 
destroy what others have built. 


7 
Christmas Inventory 
II Peter 1:5. “Supplement your goodness with 
knowledge.” 

The development of personality is the aim 
and goal of all successful living. And person- 
ality is dependent upon rigid and systematic 
training. For of what value is your genius to 
make things, if -you cannot make friends? 
There are scientific principles underlying hu- 
man and divine adjustment, just as there are 
in navigating ships, driving cars, raising pigs 
and planting seed—only more so. Check 
yourself on these things: 1. Your Personal Ap- 
pearance. Persons who apply for jobs seldom 
secure them unless they favorably “impress.” 
Your inner man however must correspond to 
your outer. 2. Your Voice. Is your voice clear, 
distinct, flexible, natural and under control at 
all times? 3. Your Language. Have you a stock 
of words sufficient and apt to convey your 
ideas? Is your speech pure, refined and artis- 
tic? Good language is not born with us — it 
must be developed by study, avoidance of 
slang and vulgarity and thru inner culture. 4. 
Your Judgment. Some would call this “horse 
sense.” It must surely be common-sense. The 
person who “flies off at half-cock” only plunges 
his head into the sand. Persons with brains 
seldom lack tact. And courtesy, cheerfulness 
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PELOUBET’S 
SELECT NOTES FOR 1940 


By Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. 
66th annual volume 


The oldest and most complete commentary on the International Sunday School Lessons. 
Adapted for the use of pastors and teachers of all grades and containing the greatest 
possible wealth of practical help, so compiled and tabulated that it can be easily and 
effectively used. Postpaid, $2.00. 


Profitable Bible Study 
By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


Seven simple methods for systematic, devotional Bible study, with an annotated list of 
the first one hundred best books for the Bible student's library. $1.50. 


Our Ageless Bible 


From Early Manuscripts to Modern Versions 
By THOMAS LINTON LEISHMAN 


} This book furnishes an interesting and simple guide as to the way in which the Bible 
to has reached the English reader. Its chapters will bring welcome help to students and 
teachers of the Bible. $1.35, 


Building Bible Names 
By E. RAY CASTO 


The educational value of a knowledge of Biblical names has not been sufficiently appre- 
ciated. This book contains 52 incomplete diagrams of the names of persons and places 
mentioned in the Bible. Test your knowledge—then turn to the keys. $1.00. 


The Bible Cross-Word Puzzle Book, No. 2 
By S. K. DAVIS 


This new book will be welcomed by the thousands of cross-word puzzle workers who 
have completed the diagrams in this author's original volume. 50 puzzles, with diagramed 
answers in the back. $1.00, 


The Famous Know-Your-Bible Series 
Bible Question-and-Answer Books 


KNOW YOUR BIBLE? OUR BIBLE, WHAT'S IN IT? 
GO TILL YOU GUESS BIBLE SAYINGS 
THE BIBLE CROSS-WORD PUZZLE BOOK, NO. 1 
THE SCRIPTURES IN CROSS-WORD PUZZLES 
BIBLE TEXTS IN CROSS-WORD PUZZLES 


Answers in back. Uniform in size and binding. 128 pages. 


$1.00 each 


WILDE COMPANY Boston, Massachusetts 
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and respect for others are as related to good 
judgment as is the sun to good health. 5. Your 
enthusiasm. Study of great men ushers you 
right into their enthusiasms, their zest, their 
great labors, their strong convictions and their 
deep belief in God and themselves. 6. Your 
Knowledge. “Man know thyself,” thy powers, 
resources, strength. Learn how others have 
succeeded under similar circumstance. 7. Your 
Imagination. Most of us have too much. Can 
you control yours? To build a spiritual house 
and personality, master principles. “With God 
all things are possible’—but never the impos- 
sible. 


y 


Glad or Sad Tidings 


II. Cor. 11:18. “Sham apostles.” 
Luke 6:39. “Can the blind lead the blind?” 


After much advertising and several post- 
ponements, due to an “unusually heavy sched- 
ule”—the lecturer finally arrived. “Yes,” he had 
been “abroad” and would gladly interpret 
World Events and Crises in an “unprejudiced 
and unbiased” manner (had he not been an 
official and accredited War Correspondent for 
years?) We were also lured by the press- 
agented phrase, “a moving, soothing and satis- 
fying speaker.” Here at last is our authority— 
we opined. He was “moving” all right, moving 
many to the exit, after several minutes of 
questionable story-telling, punctured with pul- 
monary eloquence. From the number of 
“closed eyes, hanging heads and expressions of 
blissful nothingness’—he must have been 
soothing. And from the fact, that he was never 
invited again—he must have proven a very 
satisfying speaker. No doubt in the next town, 
he is already billed as “a most powerful and 
magnetic platformer.” So powerful, that aud- 
iences remained glued to their seats for two 
hours at a time. While the janitor in his des- 
peration, is often compelled to ring in a gen- 
eral alarm to the fire and police departments 
in order to clear the hall. No wonder that 
when the true counsellor and informer comes 
along with a real message, those who most 
need it—are seldom there. Jesus had much to 
say concerning the fate of “blind leaders who 
lead the blind.” Jesus disappoints no one unless 
it be the self-righteous self-seeker. 


7 
Christmas Retrospect 
Jude 5. “I want to remind you.” 


“God makes all things good” said Rousseau 
(who was not canonized by any hierarchy for 
his religious graces and virtues) “but man 
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muddles with them and so they become evil.” 
Ten Yuletides (since the depression, Oct. 29, 
1929) have passed. None of us, innocent, 
guilty or neutral, escaped the murderous fangs 
of that remorseless economic cataclysm. Lest 
we forget, those were trying times and vowing 
days. We vowed that War with all of its 
boasted artificial prosperity and destruction of 
fellowman must never occur again: we vowed 
that we would not be tempted with “fool’s 
gold” and “blood money.” Yes, we vowed that 
we would give no quarter to vested or invested 
evil in any form; that we would give primary 
concern and unflagging zeal to the building up 
(not tearing down) of self-relying and God- 
dependent manhood, beginning with ourselves. 
We even promised God, our families, churches 
and ourselves that forever we were on the 
“water wagon” and the “Gospel wagon.” But 
the real wagon turned out to be, the “new 
buggy wagon,” “ambulance wagon” or “patrol 
wagon.” The psychologist speaks of a “divided 
self” in which our mental reservations and 
commitments fail to keep step with our ideal- 
ism. Jesus calls a man a sinner, who once put- 
ting his hand to the plow turns back. “You 
cannot serve God and Mammon.” 


uf 


Christmas Reinforcement 
Mk. 6:13. “They cast out many devils.” 

“I speak the truth not so much as I would, 
but as much as J dare; and I dare a little more 
as I grow older” said Montaigne, the French 
essayist and moralist in 1580. But Montaigne 
was hardly a social reformer and _ religious 
prophet. He was a writer of genial and desul- 
tory dissertations upon this and that. We have 
many of his kind today. We call them “side- 
steppers,” avoiding the great issues of life, 
tho claiming to be interested in the “dear 
people.” Amos, Micah, Isaiah, Jeremiah and 
Jesus were anything but “amiable skeptics.” 
They smoked out sin in its very lair and strong- 
hold. How often we hear, “We must live in 
peaceful social relations with our neighbors, 
our club members, our business group, our 
school group and with everything and every- 
body.” Good, if motivated by the spirit of 
Christian brotherhood, but never as a spirit of 
compromise and toleration of evil. Christianity 
suffers all too much because of our spiritual 
anemia and our spineless faith. Some of us 
have sung “O to be nothing, nothing” so long 
as to be almost a wafer. There are thirty or 
more “blessed’s” in the Gospels for the right- 
eous, to thirty-eight or more “woes” for the 
unrighteous and workers of iniquity. Why not 
cast out a few devils? 
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A Christmas Present 


Matt. 23:11. “Greatest among you .. . be your 
servant.” 


Benjamin Franklin was one of the greatest 
all-round men America has ever produced. He 
resolved one day, “to form some scheme of ac- 
‘tion,” that henceforth I may live in all respects 
like a rational creature. 1. It is necessary for 
me to be extremely frugal for some time, till 
I haye paid what I owe. 2. To endeavor to 
‘speak truth in every instance, to give nobody 
expectations that are not likely to be answered, 
but aim at sincerity in every word and action: 
the most amiable excellence in a rational be- 
ing. 8. To apply myself industriously to what- 
‘ever business [ take in hand, and not to divert 
my mind from my business by any foolish 
project of growing suddenly rich: for industry 
and patience are the surest means of plenty. 
4, I resolve to speak ill of no man whatever, 
mot even in a matter of truth: but rather by 
some means, excuse the faults, I hear charged 
‘upon others, and upon proper occasion speak 
sall the good I know of everybody.” Franklin 
was hardly a church type of Christian (he had 
moral defects). Altho he admired Whitefield, 
‘Franklin cared more for the lodge than the 
church. His great contribution to our national 
life was his science, industry and technology, 
his homespun philosophy of maxims, thrift and 
inventions: his statesmanship at the most crit- 
‘ical time in the young nation’s life. For a 
descriptive, rather than an analytical and in- 
terpretative work, read “Franklin” by Van 
-Doren. America needs a few more Franklins. 


of 
Apocalyptic Symbolism 


Rev. 21:9. “One of seven angels with seven 
vials full of seven last plagues.” 


The number “seven” had a mystical, magi- 
cal and even sacred meaning among the Baby- 
Jonians, Arabs and Jewish peoples. We counted 
the word (epta, Greek for seven and eptakis, 
sevenfold) over seventy-five trmes in the New 
“Testament alone. Here, the number seven, 
‘connotes sanctity and wholeness. Consider the 
seven beatitudes upon moral and _ spiritual 
‘virtues of character (Matt. 5:3-9); the feed- 
ing of Four Thousand with mention of seven 
‘loaves and seven baskets (Matt. 15:24); names 
“of seven disciples at Draught of Fishes (Jno. 
21:2); the seven petitions in the Lord’s Pray- 
er (Matt. 6); the seven seals, seven churches, 
" seven candlesticks, seven angels; creature with 
seven horns, seven eyes, seven spirits of apoca- 
Ulyptic imagery in Revelations; Christ’s insis- 
' tence upon sevenfold forgiveness for sevenfold 
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offense (Luke 18:20); the casting out of seven 
devils in Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9); the 
evil spirit who was cast out, returning with 
seven other spirits worse than himself (Matt. 
12:45). Christ made use of current Oriental 
imagery. 

y 
Physiological ‘‘Seven’s”’ 
Gen. 1:26. “Let us make man.” 

Apropos to the mystic “seven” consider the 
complete change of the human body every 
seven years; the seven divisions of the physical 
body: head, thorax (chest), abdomen, two 
arms and two legs; the seven great tissue sys- 
tems; the seven great organs essential to life 
(brain, heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, spleen and 
pancreas); the seven divisions of the human 
ear and seven of the human eye; the heart 
has seven cavities or compartments; the human 
brain also has seven divisions or parts. The 
sevenfold function of man’s nervous system is 
more wonderful than your wireless, telephone 
and telegraph systems combined. And God 
calls this body a temple, a building for the 
Holy Spirit to live in! Most men take better 
care of their car than their body. Autos would 
stall with the kinds of food we ladle into our 
mouths and stomach anyway. When we begin 
to know more of the wonders of the physical 
body — we shall be a long way on the road to 
better knowledge of the spiritual body, its 
function and mission. You can’t save your 
soul and damn your body. Man is a psycho- 
physical organism. 

y 
Cosmic Mathematics 


Matt. 5:5. “Blessed are the humble-minded.” 


How vain and limited is man’s knowledge! 
Who knows why God chose seven days of the 
week as a division of time?; why the existence 
of seven primary colors in the spectrum?; why 
seven notes of the musical scale and seven 
notes of the human voice?; why did God or- 
dain that the land should rest every seven 
years?; why are there seven stars of the Plei- 
ades and seven planets?; why did God com- 
mand the observance of the three great He- 
brew Feasts, and for seven days?; why a 
period of seven weeks between the Feast of 
the Passover to Pentecost and the offering of 
seven lambs and seven calves on seven altars?; 
why was the city of Jericho surrounded seven 
times before it fellP We claim to be rich in 
wisdom, in science, in philosophy, history, art 
and literature and may even in our despera- 
tion, give up all searching and dismiss all 
creation and practises as mere “accidents.” But 
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that would constitute intellectual conceit and 
a negative rationalistic dogmatism, which is 
sin. Why not be an intelligent Christian, be- 
lieve that religious history and religious prac- 
tise, at least in the main, is God-inspired? Our 
salvation is not in Numerology but in Christ. 


of 


Christmas Day Bombing 


Luke 1:15. “Filled with the Holy Spirit from 
his very birth.” 

An appropriate companion to his immortal 
“Psalm of Life” is Longfellow’s “Christmas 
Bells.” It has been set to music in some hymn 
books: 


I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old, familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of “peace on earth, good-will to men!” 


Till, ringing, singing on its way, 

The world revolved from night to day, 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime 

Of “peace on earth, good-will to men!” 


Then from each black, accursed mouth 
The cannon thundered in the South, 
And with the sound the carols drowned 
Of “peace on earth, good-will to men!” 


And in despair I bowed my head; 
“There is no peace on earth” I said; 
“For hate is strong and mocks the song 
Of “peace on earth, good-will to men!” 


Then pealed the bells more loud and deep; 
God is not dead; nor doth He sleep. 

The Wrong shall fail, the Right prevail, 
With “peace on earth, good-will to men!” 


What a taunt and mockery today is the sound 
of cannonry to “Christmas Bells!” Have you 
and I any part in that tragedy? If we do not 
mean “peace and good-will on earth,” then let 
us not add insult to injury of Christianity’s 
cardinal principle this Natal Day. 
T 
He Lived a Life 
Mk. 12:34. “You are not far from the Kingdom 
of God.” 

What was his creed? I never heard his speak 

Of visions rapturous, of Alpine peak 

Of doctrine, dogma, new or old; 

But this I know, he was forever bold 

To stand alone, to face the challenge of each 

day, 

And live the truth, so far as he could see— 

The truth that evermore makes free. 

His creed? I care not what his creed; 
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classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and 
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Enough that never yielded he to greed, 

But served a brother in his daily need; 

Plucked many a thorn and planted many a 
flower; 

Glorified the service of each hour; 

Had faith in God, himself, and fellow men;— 

Perchance he never thought in terms of 


creed, 
I only know he lived a life, in deed. 
—H. F. Fifer. 
vf 
‘Not His Job 


“Tm not supposed to do that,” said he 
When an extra task he chanced to see; 
“That’s not my job, and it’s not my care, 
So Tl pass it by and leave it there.” 
And the boss who gave him his weekly pay 
Lost more than his wages on him that day. 
“Tm not supposed to do that.” he said, 
“That duty belongs to Jim or Fred.” 
So a little task that was in his way 
That he could have handled without delay 
Was left unfinished; the way was paved 
For a heavy loss that. he could have saved. 
And time went on and he kept his place 
But he never altered his easy pace. 
And folks remarked how well he knew 
The line of tasks he was hired to do: 
For never once was he known to turn 
His hand to things not of his concern. 
But there in his foolish rut he stayed 
And for all he did he was fairly paid, 
But he never was worth a dollar more 
Than he got for his toil when the week was o’er; 
For he knew too well when his work was through 
And he’d done all he was hired to do. 
If you want to grow in this world, young man, 
You must do every day all the work you can; 
If you find a task, though it’s not your bit, 
And it should be done, take care of it; 

i And youll never conquer, or rise if you 
Do only the things you’re supposed to do. 

—By Edgar A. Guest. 
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CANDLELIGHT 
SERVICES 


Will Renew Interest 
In Church Activities 


Ministers everywhere are finding the M-K Candlelight 
Service Set an effective means of increasing church 
attendance. Candlelight services permit of so many varia- 
tions, special services can be developed to appeal to your 
entire congregation. Church societies and organizations 
become especially interested and sponsor and produce 


these services. 


For special services—New Member; 10 Year Member; 
Mortgage Lifting; Communion, etc., entire families are 
attracted. Where children take part in these services, 
even greater family interest is aroused. 


M-K CANDLELIGHT SERVICE SET 


This set contains the following supplies— 
1 Pastor’s Candle 


17 inch size 


6 Ushers’ Candles 
1234 inch size 


192 Congregation Candles 
4% inch size 


M-K Drip Protectors 


Instruction Folders 


Reasonably Priced—Sent Postpaid 


$3.50 $ 9.00 
6.50 11.00 


3 Service Sets 
4 Service Sets - 


| Service Set - 
2 Service Sets - 


Write for Booklet E—giving suggestions 
for 7 Candlelight Services 


Muencu-Kreuzer CANDLE Co.,INc. 
MAIN OFFICE & FACTORY > SYRACUSE, N.Y. 
14 No. Franklin St. Chicago, III. 

311 Commercial St. Los Angeles, Cal. 
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THE THREAT TO WAR 


Being concerned with the welfare of all 
peoples, as Christians, we need to oppose di- 
rect or indirect support of those governments 
which do engage in war as an instrument of 
national policy. Aggression must be opposed 
wherever it is threatened or manifested. To 
furnish the sinews of war to aggressor states 
is a grave injustice, not only to the immediate 
victim of aggression, but to all peoples, be- 
cause such aid encourages new aggressions 
and the spread of war. Religious groups 
should, we believe, urge upon their peoples 
and governments that the price of peace in- 
cludes the refusal to profit from war by eco- 
nomic participation in aggression. 


This policy is one of six principles urged by 
religious leaders. The other five proposals ad- 
vocate opposition to war as an mstrument of 
national policy; humanitarian aid to the vic- 
tims of war; opposition to racial or religious 
discriminations; resistance to injustice between 
or within nations; and support for adequate 
peace machinery. 

Our world is faced with an inescapable 
choice: shall it be war and the destruction of 
modern civilization, or a closer cooperation 
than the world has ever known? 


The religious approach to world problems 
stems from the belief in the fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man. It affirms the 
essential unity of mankind. Though not deny- 
ing the historical differences between races 
and peoples, this faith accepts them as im- 
portant sources of social enrichment. 


The religious concept of international life 
upholds the ideal of a world organized by 
means of cooperation and goodwill. It main- 
tains the right of every people to self-deter- 
mination, and of every state to independent 
existence within the framework of world co- 
operation. It emphasizes the duty of all states 
to settle their problems by peaceful means and 
to work together for the common good. The 
religious concept of international relations is 
summed up in the expression, the family of 
nations. 

War is the great enemy of mankind, not 
only because of the physical suffering and 
economic loss which it causes, but even more 
because of its soul-destroying effects. War, 
whether it be military or economic, is the 
great enemy of the human spirit because it 
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leads to international anarchy and to the ex- 
ploitation of man by man. Since we believe 
that war is not inevitable, what can we do to 
remove the conditions which produce it? 


1. There is the task of opposing war as an 
instrument of national policy. Men and women 
of goodwill in all countries should reaffirm the 
conviction that international problems can _ be 
solved by peaceful methods alone. The aftermath 
of war is economic, social and moral disinte- 
gration. 


2. The religious man can make an immediate 
expression of goodwill in a world of conflict by 
giving humanitarian aid to the victims of oppres- 
sion and aggression. 


3. It is necessary to oppose the hatreds and 
prejudices which breed wars. Religious people 
should reaffirm the solidarity of all peoples. 
Racial or religious discrimination and intolerance 
are incompatible with genuine goodwill. 

4. There is need to oppose injustice to nations 
and to groups within nations, for injustice is 
directly or indirectly a major cause of war. The 
claims of individual states must be settled in 
accordance with the rights of all peoples. They 
should be adjusted on the basis of needs, not on 
the basis of power. Peace is a by-product of 
righteousness. 

5. Men of goodwill should work for adequate 
peace machinery as the prerequisite to the pacific 
settlement of disputes. There will be anarchy 
just so long as sovereign states claim to be the 
sole judges of disputes in which they are involved. 

6. Being concerned with the welfare of all 
peoples, we need to oppose direct or indirect 
support of those governments which do engage 
in war as an instrument of national policy. Ag- 
gression must be opposed wherever it is threat- 
ened or manifested. To furnish the sinews of 
war to aggressor states is a grave injustice, not 
only to the immediate victim of aggression, but 
to all peoples,*because such aid encourages new 
aggressions and the spread of war. Religious 
groups should, we -believe, urge upon their peo- 
ples and governments that the price of peace 
includes the refusal to profit from war by 
economic participation in aggression. 


Remembering with compassion and friend- 
ship those peoples whose mistaken govern- 
ments have ruthlessly destroyed the freedom 
of minorities in their own land and of inno- 
cent men and women in neighboring states, 
we believe that peace and justice can most 
readily be served by a policy of non-partici- 
pation in aggression. 

Therefore we heartily support the program 
of the American Union for Concerted Peace 
Efforts which states that the only adequate 
foreign policy for the United States is a vigor- 
ous three-fold policy: to oppose aggression, to 
promote justice between nations, and to de- 
velop adequate peace machinery.—Rt. Rev. 
G. Ashton Oldham, Bishop of Albany. 
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“INTER-CHURCH HYMNAL” te- 
stores music to its high and rightful 
place as a vital inspiring means to richer 
worship. Singing from this masterful 
collection unifies your congregation. 


PRODUCT OF GENIUS 


Musical and religious genius of all the 
Christian centuries united to produce 
“INTER-CHURCH HYMNAL”. Ten 
thousand churches and over half a 
hundred church musicians helped to 
compile it. Musical programs were ana- 
lyzed to include only the hymns actually 
sung and repeated. It contains only the 
winnowed best of religious music. 


Therefore, spiritually as well as musi- 
cally, this great hymnal attains a new 
level of value. Mechanically, it com- 
bines the best paper and printing, and 
bindery cloth. Sturdily and beautifully 
bound for dignity and wearing strength. 
Lacquering of long-life covers keeps 
gold stamping bright and prevents pre- 
mature wear. ‘‘Aids-to-Worship” sec- 
tion of 96 pages is a golden treasury of 
devotion, public and private; 528 pages, 
479 musical numbers. Price per 100 not 
prepaid, only $75. 


Hymn Books for Church School 
and Junior Church 
“American Church and Church School 
Hymnal”—holds the interest of adoles- 
cents. Price $55.00 per 100, not prepaid. 

Fully orchestrated. 
“American Junior Church School Hym- 
nal”—edited by experts for the Junior 
Department. Price $40.00 per 100, not 
prepaid. 

Write for Inspection Copies 


Write name and address in margin, clip adv. 
and mail for returnable samples—specify 
which. Give church and denomination. 


‘Bighow-Main-Excell Go. 


5715-TC West Lake St., Chicago, Tl. 
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THE BEST BIBLE 
THAT CAN BE MADE 


HOLMAN 
INDIA PAPER 


EXTRA LARGE PRINT 
Self-Pronouncing 


Reference Bible 


With Concordance 


Contains Authorized Version Old and 
New Testaments, Complete Column Ref- 
erences and Concordance; also Section of 
White Linen Paper Leaves Suitable for 
Writing Notes, Outlines of Sermons or 
Important Memos for Ready Reference. 


Regular List Price $11.85 


Now $ ° 8 * Post 
Offered at Paid 
No. 1875XCS 


Size 53% « 8 inches x only 1 inch 
in thickness 
Flat Opening, Will Not Break in the Back 
Durable, Flexible (Goat) Morocco Binding. Over- 
lapping Covers with Indestructible Linings, carmine 
under pure gold edges. Titles stamped in pure gold. 


EB-U-CHAD-NEZ’ZAR the 
king, eunto all people, nations, 
and languages, that dwell in all the 


Broad open-faced type. Self-pronouncing. 
Ample space between both letters and lines 
which makes easy reading. No strain on the 
eyes. 


For sale at all book stores or direct from the publishers 


A. J. HOLMAN COMPANY 
1224 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


. their faith quickened through 
an inspiring, fascinating M.B.I. 


CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES COURSE 


Valuable, helpful, convincing 
testimony concerning the origin 
and authenticity of the Bible as presented in archae- 
ology, miracles and prophecy, comparative reli- 
gions—the historical effects and successes of Chris- 
tianity, Jesus Christ, Christian experience. You'll 
get a real thrill and inspiration in taking this easy 
course. Write for details. 


Dept. ZZX351 153 Institute Place 


Please send me FREE Bible Test and folder 
on Christian Evidences Course. [) Also Pros- 
pectus on 16 Home Study Courses. 
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The MOODY Bible Institute 
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153 INSTITUTE PLACE « CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Prayers 


Our Father God, who didst so love the 
world as to send Thine only begotten Son to 
save us from our sins, we rejoice before Thee 
in the memories and holy day, with its glad- 
ness and melody, its wholesome conspiracies 
of kindness, its contagion of good cheer, its 
summons to give and to forgive. Help us to 
remember that there was “no room in the Inn” 
for the Christ Child, that we may not share 
the ancient guilt, but that we may make even 
larger room in our hearts for the Lord Jesus, 
who went about doing good, and who con- 
tinues to lead His followers into every minis- 
try of helpfulness. 


May we help to spread through all the 
world the wondrous Christmas light, especial- 
ly among the little ones who are in darkness 
concerning Thee. We ask in Jesus’ Name. 
Amen. 

& aod ® 


In the name of Jesus Christ we come to 
Thee, O God, asking that Thou wouldst help 
us to take Him in earnest everywhere; at the 
opening of the Bible, at the presence of 
friends; at the council table; at mealtime; at 
our bedside; and most of all within Thy Sanc- 
tuary walls. We do not want to be made a 
little better by putting away only our flagrant 
faults. We want all our sins to be washed 
away, and a leavening of grace and love to be 
put in their place. We want to be altogether 
Christian. 


Help us to withstand temptation, and stand 
firm on the ground Thou hast made known to 
us. May we always feel that the yoke of Christ 
is easy because of the vast treasure it enables 
us to draw from the fount of blessing. Help 
us to believe in Jesus Christ as an ever-pres- 
ent, personal Saviour. May Thy love sent into 
our hearts through the gift of the Holy Spirit 
be the mainspring of every service we offer 
to God, and to our neighbor, and help us to 
remember that we are committed to Thee in 
love and service on earth and forever after. 


Amen. 
* * * 


Our Father, Giver of every good gift, we 
come asking Thee to teach us, the boys and 
girls of today, to be grateful for Thy many 
blessings. We are glad to be young, full of 
health and happiness, enthusiasm, and the de- 
sire to taste and enjoy Thy gifts, made known 
to us through the age in which we live. 

Let us, however, remember that these 
things we are privileged to enjoy were made 
a part of our daily life through the toil, priva- 


Page 588 


tions, and sacrifices of those who have gone 
on before. Help us, O Lord, to live so that 
we may justify the love and devotion shown 
by those who have gone ahead through the 
yesterdays to make our paths pleasant and 
glorious. We ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
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TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE To The International 
Sunday School Lessons (1940) 
By Martha Tarbell. Revell. 432 pages. $2.00. 


This 35th annual volume of helps on the Sunday 
school lessons is well up to the standards set in the 
preceding years, and thousands of teachers and pupils 
await its appearance with justified eagerness. The unique 
themes for six months of the coming year, a three months’ 
course on Messages from the Prophets, and a three months’ 
course on Messages from the Poets, gives the author an 
opportunity to use an entirely new approach with most 
suggestive materials for the teaching this part of the 
year. Illustrations are good, Bible interpretation is 
adequate, and lessons are direct and not far-fetched. It 
is a book that should be within reach of every Sunday 
school teacher. —Charles Haddon Nabers. 


SNOWDEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS, 1940 
Earl L. Douglas, Editor. Macmillan. $1.50. 


For another year this famous series takes the field 
bigger and better than ever. New features enrich both 
the form and the material. All of the background ma- 
terial of the commentary is there. The lesson is applied 
to daily living, A new feature is the section connected 
with each lesson known as “Hints to Teachers” in pre- 
senting the lesson. Reading this volume made the re- 
viewer wish he were teaching again. The lessons covered 
are those suggested by the International Lesson Com- 
mittee, commonly known as the “International Lessons.” 
The treatment is timely, vivid and helpful. 

—Charles F. Banning. 


PERSONALITIES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
By Fleming James. Scribner’s. 632 pages. $3.00. 

The professor of Old Testament Literature and Inter- 
pretation at Berkeley Divinity School has added a note- 
worthy volume to the rapidly rising list of those which 
are directed to the study of the Old Testament through 
its outstanding personalities. Its scholarship is superb; 
its style is forceful; its presentation of truth is con- 
vincing and suggestive. No minister or other religious 
leader can read any chapter in this splendid book with- 
out getting into the very atmosphere of the times which 
produced the Old Testament, and feel the personalities 
described, real and intensely human. Dr. James takes 
an advanced critical position with which many of his 
readers will in part disagree, but the essential truth is 
ever seen and rigidly upheld in a manner helpful to 
every reader. —Charles Haddon Nabers. 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
By Wilbur Smith, D.D. Wilde, 418 pages. $2.00. 


This is the sixty-sixth annual volume of this exhaus- 
tive commentary that Sunday School teachers and others 
have found so valuable through the years since 1874. 
The lessons for 1940 are dealt with in detail. The text 
of the lesson is given—the setting and plan of the lesson. 
There are suggestions to the teacher in the class and a 
full commentary on the lesson. In addition, quite com- 
prehensive bibliographies are supplied. Among all this 
wealth of material there are riches for all and no teacher 
need go to his class impoverished. 

—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


COMING OF AGE 
By E. Milton Grant. Revell, 91 pages. $1.00. 


This is “a frank study of the problems of adoles- 
cence” designed for youth of junior-high and high school 
age, as well as for “parents, ministers, teachers, and 
other leaders of youth.’”’ The reviewer confesses to a 
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long-sustained doubt as to the general value of such 
material as is found in these pages: description of sex 
organs, their function, process of fertilization, etc. Any- 
one looking for such material will find this little book 
suggestive and valuable. Chapters on “Problems of the 
Personality” and “The Development of Personality” will 
be found helpful. —wWnm. Tait Paterson. 


THE BOOK OF PSALMS ACCORDING TO THE EASTERN 
VERSION; Translated from original Aramaic Sources ! 
By George M. Lamsa. A. J. Holman, 130 pages. $1.50. 


The reviewer is not scholar enough to pass on the 
translations, but he has found this little book immensely 
interesting. The author indicates a number of instances 
where words have been confused and as a result our 
King James Version is faulty and obscure. Psalm 22:29 
becomes ‘‘All they that are hungry upon the earth shall 
eat and worship before the Lord.”: 7:11 reads, “God 
is a righteous judge; yea, he is not angry every day.” 
Aaron’s beard loses about five feet: it runs down only 
to the collar of his robe. The Introduction will be 
found interesting and perhaps enlightening. Any preacher 
will find much food for thought in the little volume. 

—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


THE STUDY OF THEOLOGY 
Edited by Kenneth Escott Kirk, Lord Bishop of Ono 
Harper, 484 pages. $3.75. 


This is described as “‘a one-volume theological library.” 
The foreword indicates that the writers have addressed 
themselves ‘“‘to the educated layman or laywoman — to 
the cutivated Christian” who is conscious of ignorance 
of the basis of doctrine of the Christian religion. There 
are ten chapters written by as many Anglican professors, 
all of the highest standing. The chapters deal with 
Theology (defined), Comparative Religion, Philosophy 
and Psychology of Religion, Old and New Testaments, 
Symbolic Theology, History of Christian Doctrine, Ec- 
clesiastical History, Moral Theology, and Christian 
Worship and Liturgy. The value of the book is high, 
but one feels that much of it will appeal to a rather 
limited group among even the educated laity. 

—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


THE OPENING DOORS OF CHILDHOOD 
By Lewis Joseph Sherrill. Macmillan, 193 pages. $1.75. 


The author is a Texan with B.A., B.D. and Ph.D. 
degrees and a fairly wide experience of life. He served 
in the World War (No. 1) as a Y. M. C. A. secretary 
and as an enlisted man. He had four years in the 
pastorate and for the past fourteen years has been pro- 
fessor of Religious Education in the Louisville Presby- 
terian Seminary. His students speak in high terms of 
his work. Twelve rich chapters deal with the unfolding 
of the young personality, the questions that arise, the 
problems that must be faced. There is much good 
advice to parents and others. Altogether a readable and 
helpful book for parents, teachers and pastors. 

—Wnm. Tait Paterson. 


THE MAN CALLED JESUS 
By Amos I. Dushaw. Revell, 379 pages. $2.50. 


The author has traveled extensively in the Near East 
and was associated for a year with the American Insti- 
tute of Oriental Research at Jerusalem. He has lectured 
across America and abroad. He states that this is not 
a biography, but an attempt to see Jesus as his com- 
panions saw him and so to help our own day to see 
Him and know Him. There are twenty chapters begin- 
ning with the Years of Preparation and closing with 
Christus Victor. He has done his work well. The re- 
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LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS 


By W. Russell Bowie 


This ideal book of prayers contains prayers 
and litanies which will provide inspiration for 
church worship or personal devotion. Included 
are prayers for special days and occasions. 
Particular attention has been paid to the 
devotional needs of young people. $1.25* 


LIVE FOR TOMORROW 


By Ralph W. Sockman 


On the basis of his extensive experience with 
people from all walks of life, Dr. Sockman 
discusses practical ways of making a personal 
adjustment to the complex social life of 
today. “This book abounds in sermonic 
material that makes it the outstanding book 
of this month, and many another month.”’— 
The Pulpit Digest. $1.50 


THEIR FUTURE IS NOW 


By Ernest M. Ligon 


Here is a wealth of information on the de- 
velopment of Christian personality and the 
building of character in our youth. The 
practical program presented is based on care- 
ful scientific research and is illustrated with 
helpful case studies. A ‘‘must” book for min- 
isters! $2.50* 


THE ART OF CONDUCTING 
PUBLIC WORSHIP 


By Albert W. Palmer 


Here Dr. Palmer discusses every phase of 
non-liturgical worship, offers concrete material 
for use in various kinds of services and in- 
cludes check lists for objectively evaluating 
worship services. $2.50 


THE WORLD’S GREAT 
RELIGIOUS POETRY 


Compiled by Caroline M. Hill 


This collection contains over 700 poems of 
religious significance ranging from the Psalms 
of David to modern free verse. Ideal for 
inspirational and devotional reading and in- 
valuable for reference. ‘‘A volume which every 
preacher should have.”—The Garrett Tower. 
*Price Tentative $1.69 


MACMILLAN 
60 Fifth Ave... New York 


December, 1939 


It Comes with 
CHRISTMAS! 


The birth of Christ was a birth of new faith 
and new revelation—and also of the New 
Testament, the record of that faith which 
came to life with Him. 


Since Christmas brought us the New Testa- 
ment, it is fitting to make one of your special 
gifts this year the absorbing, thought-pro- 
voking Commentaries on the New Testa- 
ment, by Eerdman. A product of profound 
research enriched by deep personal expe- 
rience, the Commentaries make a gift to 
be treasured equally by pastor and layman. 


Setiofill; boxed.) 44-425) | eee ol 5.005 
Each book ....... ; $1.00 a copy. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
PHILADELPHIA . . Witherspoon Building 
NEW YORK. .. . . _ 156 Fifth Avenue 
PITTSBURGH . . . . . Granite Building 
CHICAGO . . . 8 South Dearborn Street 
SAN FRANCISCO . . 234 McAllister Street 
LOS ANGELES . . . 311 South Spring Street 


WINSTON 
INTERNATIONAL 
LOOSE - LEAF 
BIBLE 


With 250 Loose-Leaf Blank 
Pages for Your Personal Notes 


JNSERT your own notes 
neatly in any quantity 
—anywhere—in this 
beautiful genuine leather 
(French Morocco) Bible. 
Size King James Version. 
6" x 8’ Looks exactly like a regu- 
lar divinity circuit (over- 

lapping cover) Bible, and has no outside metal 
parts to mar desk, or springs or rings to get out 
of order. Printed from clear, black-face 
type on extra-thin Bible paper. Red under 
gold-leaf edges. Complete volume with 250 
pages of writing paper only one inch thick. 
PRICE $6.00. Name on cover 35c extra. 


ORDER THIS WAY 


The Loose-Leaf Bible is sent you postpaid. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Clip this advertise- 
ment, fill in your name and address, and send 
with check or money order, to 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO. 
Dept LL2—Winston Bldg. Philadelphia, Pa. 


Narnie 3.552 e es ee A es 
Address: 25 5) eee es 
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BRONZE 
Church 
TABLETS 


Designed and manufactured in all sizes to 


meet the requirements of every church. 
Send us your problem today and have us 
submit a full size sketch in color with 
our quotation. No obligation, of course. 


Illustrated booklet on request. 
INTERNATIONAL BRONZE TABLET CO. 


EAST 22ND STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 


WMAMARMAM AM AM AM AEB 
INCREASE CHURCH ATTENDANCE 


Print Weekly Bulletins on 
EXCELLOGRAPH Rotary 
Stencil Duplicator, $21.50 up. 
roc A Day Is All You 
Need To Pay. 


Beautiful Descriptive Folder No. 10 FREE! 
OR, if you have a machine, any kind, write for Supply Price List No. 
40, “Excel-All"’ Stencils, Inks, Minister's Design Bulletin Manuals, 
Tracing Scopes. Everything you need under one roof. Name your 
machine and we put you on Preferred Cooperative Mailing List. 
Agents Wanted. Perfect Post Card Stencil Printing Machines—$8.50, 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER & SUPPLY CO., 
336-B Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


P22 IW IW IHR AH RRP? AIF 


v0 


BARA DR AMRYHAR~O 
OA DWAMA HB ARAN 


Reasonably Priced... 


The Ashtabula Metal (All-Alumi- 
num) Bulletins are carefully de- 
signed and built to last a lifetime. 
Notwithstanding the excellent ma- 
terials used in their construction, 
they are reasonably priced. Insures 
permanent satisfaction! Send for 
our FREE Catalog with descrip- 
tions, prices and information con- 
cerning the large variety of 
bulletins. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 
Ashtabula, Ohio 


Box 1239EH 


ANTEPENDIA 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hangings, book- 
markers, communion linens, materials cut out, choir 
vestments and pulpit gowns or cassocks and surplices. 
Catalogue and samples of materials 
gladly sent on request. 


J. M. HALL, INC. 


417 FIFTH AVE. (38th St.) NEW YORK 


A TIRELESS ASSISTANT 


Strengthen your pastoral work with sound evangelical litera- 
ture. Reach needy souls in their homes, on the street, at 
work—everywhere! 

Pamphlets, tracts and gospel portions that preach every hour 
of the day, that awaken, stir, convict and, under God, con- 
vert the multitudes unreached from your pulpit. 


Write today for samples and suggestions—free! 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 
870 Wells and Chestnut Streets, Chicago 
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viewer believes that this book could be used as a text 
for the study of the life of our Lord to great advantage 
with Church groups. Perhaps as great a need as any in 
the Christian Church today is for a greatly increasing 
number to become familiar with the details of the earthly 
lite of Jesus Christ. —Wm. Tait Paterson. 


CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION—Principles and 

Practices 

By Austen Kennedy deBlois and Donald R. Gorham. 
Revell, 385 pages. $3.00. 


This is one of the splendid books on the fundamentals 
of Religious Education which have recently been issued 
by the Fleming H. Revell Company. The authors of this 
volume, from the faculty of the Eastern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary of Philadelphia, deal with the entire 
subject in a comprehensive, scholarly and altogether in- 
telligible manner. From the early history of Religious 
movement to the evaluation of the latest developments 
all is carefully considered and clearly presented. Each 
chapter closes with a series of problems for further study 
and with a bibliography. The volume is written on the 
theme that the Bible is basic in religious education, and 
that Jesus is the supreme Teacher. 

—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


EXPOSITORY PREACHING 
By R. Ames Montgomery. Revell, 90 pages. $1.00. 


Expository preaching is coming into its own again in 
our churches. The author of this volume is the pro- 
fessor of Homiletics in the Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary in Chicago. He pleads for preaching in which 
the Biblical message is the content without which our 
people are left in ignorance of God’s word. ; 

The chapters of this book were lectures given before 
a conference of ministers at the request of President 
John Timothy Stone. The four chapter headings are: 

1. Present world conditions call for expository preaching. 
2. Expository preaching and its results. 

3. Preparation required for expository preaching. 

Ways of approach and examples of expository sermon 
outlines. 

The last chapter gives several outlines of the sermons 
described by the author. —Charles F. Banning. 


= 


HOBNAILS FOR RUGGED PATHS 
By C. Gordon Brownville. Revell, 93 pages. $1.00. 


A volume of sermons by the present pastor of the 
Tremont Temple Baptist Church of Boston, published 
on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the Church. 
Five sermons have been selected at random, taken as 
typical of the spiritual food given by this preacher. 
These are evangelical in tone and stimulating. The best 
sermon is the first, the title of the book. 

—Gordon W. Mattice. 


HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS AND THE CHURCH. A Study 
of Present Day Social Problems 
By Dr. Walton H. Greever, Secretary. United Lutheran 
Church in America. Revell, 96 pages. $1.00. 


A very helpful volume intended to help find the evan- 
gelical answer to many questions in the field of human 
relations. Dr. Greever bases his conclusions on the facts 
and implications of the Christian Gospel. These he 
applies to specific social problems, such as family, sex, 
race, government, education, and economic conditions. 
The author believes that the Church can do most to 
solve these problems by giving absolute loyalty to the 
Word of God as the sole rule of faith and practice. His 
formulation of truisms related to social problems and 
parallel theses on the nature, spheres and functions of 
the Church and State is masterful and thought-provok- 
ing. It is thoroughly evangelical in tone and is most 
stimulating. This is an excellent textbook for study 
groups, for youth groups, and offers much material for 
sermons and addresses. —Gordon W. Mattice. 
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‘HE pRICE OF LEADERSHIP 
¥ John Middleton Murry. Harper, 189 pages. $2.00. 


This is a great book by the author of Jesus: Man of 
‘enius. American readers will keep in mind that he is 
aling primarily with the situation in Great Britain. 
‘aking the necessary changes, it will be found to be 
‘ost terribly significant in America. ‘‘What is an issue 
“day is the life or death of Christian civilization. ... 
thristianity alone can save Democracy from degenerating 
to tyranny. . The continuance of Democracy de- 
snds upon the ruling class being consciously Christian.” 
the failure of the Church, as he sees it, lies in the 
essing for denominationalism and not for the leaven- 
g of Society with Christianity. The point of failure 
ss in the educational system. “If education is not 
‘hristian, we may be sure that our national life will 
»ver be Christian. . . . The effort to restore Christian- 
w to its rightful position as the basis of education is 
mavoidable, if the concept of a Christian society has 
ay reality.’ ‘“Democracy lives, and can. live, only in 
» far as it strives to be Christian. Christianity created 
, and inspires it from day to day and year to year. 
democracy ceases to receive and obey that inspiration, 

‘thy then it becomes . . . a Christian society which has 
‘verted, and bears the marks of its apostasy on it.” 
this is a book to read quietly and slowly and thought- 
‘lly, and then to reread many times. 
—Wm. 


? 


Tait Paterson. 


KPOSITORY PREACHING 
w R. Ames Montgomery. Revell, 90 pages. $1.00. 


The professor of Homiletics in the Presbyterian Theo- 
sgical Seminary, Chicago, gives us here some timely 
id worth while counsel for our pulpit work. There 
‘e four lectures in the little book: Present World Con- 
itions Call for Expository Preaching; Expository 
seaching and Its Results; Preparation Required for 
xpository Preaching, Illustrated; Ways of Approach 
ad Examples of Expository Sermon Outlines. Dr. Mont- 
vmery makes clear what he means: “Some lazy men 
ve imagined they may make amends for their neglect 
id self-indulgence in preparation by what they call 
)pository preaching. Selecting a passage of the Scrip- 
‘res, they chatter away for half an hour in anecdotal 
Ik suggested by the passage selected. They may try 

dignify their action and ease their conscience by 
iiling this expository preaching. It is nothing of the 
md, ... The expository preacher purposes above every- 
jing else to make clear the teaching and content of 


se Bible.” And that entails work, long, hard, and 
uitful. This little book is worthy a place on any 
veacher’s homiletical shelf. -Wm. Tait Paterson. 


‘UR AGELESS BIBLE 
y Thomas Linton Leishman. Wilde, 144 pages. Cloth. 
$1.35. 


This is a logical arrangement of items previously 
sinted elsewhere and now issued in book form. It is 
ie story of the Bible from the earliest manuscripts to 
ve modern English reader. It is written in simple style 
id should be easily understood by anyone who can 
d. Its facts stand the test of the best scholarship. 
is is the sort of volume which should be in Sunday 
thool workers’ libraries. It has no index or bibliogra- 
ay. —Wrm. R. Siegart. 


ROFITABLE BIBLE STUDY 
vy Wilbur M. Smith. 
Cloth. $1.50. 


Anyone who deals with people today realizes that 
sere is a great need for systematic Bible study. This 
»ok is an exposition of seven simple, methods of Bible 
sudy. It also has an annotated list on 100 titles for 
‘rther Bible study. This list of books could be greatly 
aproved. However, anyone who likes the system of the 
‘oody Bible Institute will appreciate this volume. 
—Wm. R. Siegart. 


REACHING THE GOSPEL 
P Howard Chandler Robbins. Harper, 151 pages. $1.50. 


The Professor of Pastoral Theology in the General 
‘neological Seminary can always be counted upon to 
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Wilde. 205 pages and footnotes. 


AS XMAS NEARS 


RING OUT THE GLAD TYDINGS 
Peace On Earth—Good Will Toward Men 


From Your Own Church Edifice 


mi VIA 

x MAAS ELECTRONIC CHIMES 
Simulates An Expensive Carillon 

= INEXPENSIVELY 


Note: Do not confuse this new invention 
with microphone 
chimes, recorded 


chimes systems. 


equipped Amplified 


music systems, or reed 


RCAC ALE 


For Complete Information Write 


MAAS ORGAN 
3015 Casitas Ave. Los 


COMPANY 


Angeles, Calif. 


Individually Tailored by American Craftsmen 


eal and Choir GOWNS 


Embroidered Pulpit Hangings, 
Bible Markers, Fabrics, etc. 


Custom Tailoring for 
Clergymen 


Junior Choir Vestments 


Lowest Prices Consistent with 
Values. Correspondence Invited 


Our experience through serving the 
church since 1837 ts at your service 


COX SONS & VINING 
INCORPORATED 
131-133 East 23rd Street, New York 


stimulate spiritual expres- 
sion, Revival; LIFE! Write 
for samples suited to your 
needs. Prove their power in your 
church or school. 


Serving Churches half a century 
enables us to help you select the 
best book for your Church, Our 
well edited hymnals and song 
books meet all requirements: 
priced from $10.00 per 100, up. 


For returnable samples write 
name and address in margin, clip and mail. Give 
use for new book, also Church and denomination. 


HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
5701-T West Lake Street Chicago, Illinois 


on the International 
Uniform Lessons 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound, inspiring 
lesson expositions written by specialists 
for every age group. Undenominational 
and uncontroversial with room only for 
constructive truth. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Debora Sd Debon& 


Borrerly Délsone Burnimure Co. 


- CHANCEL FURNITURE - 


SunpdAY SCHOOL EQUIPMENT 
Chancel Renovations a Specialty 


1505 RACE ST.-~ PHILA. PA 


- Brown -BorheK Co Associates 
Bethlehem Penna - 


re 
+45} _—_—_—_———_iib>--+ 4} >- 


CLARKS —UNITVPE” 
BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
> 


Also - 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 
ART BRONZE TABLETS 


CHURCH MARKERS 
MEMORIAL & GIFT PLATES 


W L CLARK CO. Inc Manufacturers 
52 LAFAYETTE ST. NEW YORK Est 1914 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


The BEST of ITS KIND 
Workmanship Unsurpassed 


Outfitters to over 2000 
schools, churches and 
seminaries. 


Write for catalog. 


Mc. CARTHY & SIMON inc. 
Citablithed [W2 
7-9 WEST 36™ST. NEW YORK,NY... 


FOLDING CHAIRS= 
Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs 

Full Upholstered Back and Seat Rubber Feet 
$16.00 a dozen 


Send for Sample 


REDINGTON CO., Dept. 89, Scranton, Pa. 


65 YEARS OF SERVICE 


Everything for the Sunday School. 
Highest Quality — Lowest Prices. 


Wide variety of supplies’ffor Christmas and other 


special days. Full line of gift Bibles. 
Write for catalog. 


DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHINjG CO. 


25 T. LINCOLN STREET ELGIN. ILLINOIS 


SERMONS, SPECIAL ARTICLES, SPEECHES 
Prepared for busy pastors to specifications, on any text or topic. 
Over 20 years experience. Rates $2.50 per thousand words; c.o.d.’s 
acceptable with deposit. 

AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 
516 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 
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help us “‘stir up the gift within.”’? This volume represent 
a series of lectures given in Philadelphia. 

Dr. Robbins pleads for a carefully planned preachin 
schedule, so that the Gospel shall be presented in it 
wholeness and related to the seasons of the Christia 
year. The author starts by defining the Gospel as ‘‘th 
good tidings of God’s ‘kingly rule’ which Jesus preached 
and relates it to the scheme of theology by taking ac 
count of its roots in the Old Testament. He then pro 
ceeds to suggest how the Gospel may be presented fo 
acceptance. He pleads for a balanced diet and suggest 
that this can best be provided by following the Chure 
Year. The appendix lists the topics for a year’ 
preaching. 

Here are many helpful sermonic suggestions that ca 
be used in the non-liturgical churches as well as th 
Church which Dr. Robbins represents so acceptably. Th 
suggestions for special days and seasons are especiall 
good. —Gordon W. Mattice. 


EDUCATION FOR CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 
Edited by A. S. Nash. With a foreword by the Archbisho) 
of York. Macmillan, 304 pages. $2.50. 


The foreword of the Archbishop: “There are man 
people perplexed by the teaching of the church in relz 
tion to sex, and there is need to think through th: 
teaching afresh, if it is to be effective,” states the thes 
covered in the fifteen chapters, each written by a di! 
ferent Engiishman, of this very helpful and exceeding): 
frank book. That such a book is needed, no one ca! 
deny; for many puzzled Christian leaders, this volum 
is the answer. For all in need of such a book to couns« 
young people on the verge of marriage, this volume wi! 
bring many helpful suggestions from persons of authorit: 
and experience. And above all else, it deals with del 
cate questions, although very plainly, as sanely and ¢ 
Christian as one could ever hope to find in any volun 
on this theme. —Charles Haddon Nabers. 


HINDUISM OR CHRISTIANITY? 

By Sydney Cave, Principal, New College, London. Pri 
fessor of Theology in London University. Harpers, 2%; 
pages. $2.00. 


A study of the issues between two alternative wor 
views, Hinduism or Christianity. The Haskell Lecture: 
Oberlin. 

These lectures are valuable to students of philosoph 
and comparative religions, and also to the problems « 
missionary work. Dr. Cave shows the basic beliefs « 
Hinduism and Christianity. Hinduism challenges Chris! 
ianity in our day, as a world faith. Christianity con’ 
pares Hinduism with Christianity; and it claims thd 
Christianity is unique and final. The law of Karm 
explains life’s inequalities, and justifies the differencd 
of caste and the principles of retribution. 

Karma makes it hard to believe that God is at on¢ 
real and active, for if active, their god, he too woul 
fall under the Karmic law. On the other hand, tl 
Christian message of God is known in Christ with whot 
we may have communion. 

The Hindu Bahkti and Christian faith show the opp¢ 
sition in Hinduism of head and heart. The revelatio} 
of God in Christ is of such tremendous importance th4 
we are compelled from love to seek to make it know 
to others. 

Comparison must be between the ethical ideals 
Hinduism and Christianity. The supreme Reality is hel 
to be without attributes of character, whilst the Hind| 
gods differ much in character and do not, in genera 
provide an ideal to be imitated. 

The ethics of Jesus are the interpretation of the Ne 
Testament. Karma leads to acquaintance in life’s evil! 
but Gandhi protests against untouchability. His inte 
pretation of the Sermon on the Mount is close { 
Gandhi’s belief. 

“The issue between Christianity and Hinduism is ni 
to be solved by the academic discussion of two altern; 
tive world-views; Christianity has itself to be teste 
by the Gospel. That Gospel is our best possession a7 
it is not given us to keep for ourselves. 
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|} JFFERING: HUMAN AND DIVINE 
‘By H. Wheeler Robinson, M.A., D.D., Principal of 
| Regent’s Park College, Oxford. Introduction by Rufus 
{ M. Jones. Macmillan, 230 pages. $2.00. 
} Dr. Robinson is the author of a number of important 
Ssoks, among them The Christian Doctrine of Man, etc. 
1 Contents: Introduction by Rufus M. Jones; Preface; 
tne Argument of the Book; Chapters: The Fact Of 
‘sffering; Some Explanations Of Suffering; The Problem 
) Suffering In The Old Testament; The Individual And 
*4e Society; Suffering And Sin; Providence And Nature; 
-ovidence And History; Providence And The Individ- 
»1; The Suffering Of God; Redemption By Divine 
iffering; The Fellowship Of Suffering, Human And 
ivine; Solvitur Patiendo; and Appendix: Some Books 
Sout Suffering, and Index. 
This is a profound explanation of suffering. How does 
ch divine suffering redeem? It is a fact of experience 
‘at men are reconciled to. God by the Cross of Christ. 
“ow far can we explain this? The fellowship of God 
‘ith man, which has its earthly centre at the Cross 
is two great applications to the individual problem of 
-mexplained human ‘suffering. Man can the more friendly 
ust God because of his actualized sympathy. Suffering 
ust be interpreted from within the creative fellowship 
ith God through Christ. Fellowship with Jesus implies 
sossbearing with Him. ‘“O foolish men, to think that 
“@ace is ever found in seclusion from the world, or in 


‘oght from its suffering. Here, on the Cross, is My 
®ace, the peace which I give unto you.” Solvitur 
fatiendo. 

i ha ib mal 

SHRIST—The Touchstone of 


‘Tuman Hearts 
Continued from page 569 

“apture, love and joy, shall it cease to be the 
sospel, good news, and become merely good 
dvice, meditation, observation, warning? 

» JII. Christ is the touchstone of human 
‘yearts. “That the thoughts of many hearts may 
ve revealed.” The one great purpose of our 
_arthly probation is that God might know our 
earts. Not that in His omniscience, He can- 
‘sot know and see what is in the heart now, or 
syhat the heart will do in the years to come, 
»ut rather, that by the experiences of life, by 
“he use or abuse of its opportunities and its 
“lispensations, every man should write a de- 
«cription of his character. This, we are told 
svas his purpose in his dealings with Israel. 
“Thou shalt remember all the way which the 
uord thy God has led thee these forty years 
‘nthe wilderness; that He might humble thee 
‘0 prove thee, to know what is thine heart, 
‘vhether thou wouldst keep His command- 
‘aents or not.” 

The life of the heart is the critical thing. 
‘)Jut of the heart are the issues of life. Not 
»vhat goes into a man, but what comes out of 
‘nis heart defileth him. If men do not love 
‘Christ, it is because the love of God is not 
‘nm their heart. With the heart, man believeth 
into life. It is therefore in harmony with this 
‘great fact of life that Christ is declared to be 
he One who above all others tests the heart 
jand reveals its secrets and its thoughts. 

_ We can see how true this was during the 
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HILLGREEN, LANE & COMPANY 
Pipe Organ Builders 
ALLIANCE, OHIO 


Our firm has been established for 
forty years and has achieved a 
reputation for fair dealing and 
artistic Organ production. We are 
equipped in every way to under- 
take orders of any magnitude. 


BEAUTIFUL == 
° \ NAYS 
Church Furniture | Wie 
for the modest community Church 
or the imposing Cathedral, Archi- be 
tecturally and ecclesiastically cor- 
rect pews, wood carvings, altars, ; 
pulpits, lecterns and wainscoting 
of artistic excellence and super- 
ior quality, designed and exe- ; 
cuted by true artists and crafts- i 
men, nee 
Our consulting and planning de- 
partments are at the command of 
you and your architect without 
obligation. 


THE JOSJIEPHINUM 


CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
Dept. E Columbus, Ohio 


Lectern © ~ 


“Craftsmen 
in Wood 
Since 1884’’ 


Get CHOIR and PULPIT 
GOWNS the EASY MOORE 
way! 


Beautiful, fine quality 
Gowns, Surplices, Cas-~ 
 socks—now easy for your 

church to own under 
MOORE'S Plan. Write 
for Free Choral Apparel 
Style Book C55, Pulpit 
Apparel StyleBook CP55, 
Budget PaymentPlan 155. 


E-R- MOORE CO: 


425 Fifth Ave, 932 Dakin St. 
New York, N, Y. Chicago, Ill. 


PLAN NOW for CHRISTMAS 


A large sample packet of attractively printed 
Christmas supplies is awaiting you! 

It contains an unusually fine assortment of 
pastors’ personal greeting cards, Christmas 
announcement folders and bulletins, col- 
lection envelopes, pastors’ Christmas gift 
calendars and many other printed aids for 
the Christmas season. 

Write today for your sample packet. It’s free 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Perhaps we can save you money on your 
next printing order. May we quote you! 
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MIMEO SUPPLIES-; 


Best Quality at Painless Prices 


Write for Cooperative Price 
List and NO RISK Trial Offer 


LARNED MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


Detroit, Mich. 


Dept. E, 164 West Larned Street 


Pipe Organs 


AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Inquiries Welcomed 


HEANOQOUARTERS 
AN ~ CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT ROBES * EMBROIDERIES 
HANGINGS * STOLES * VESTMENTS 
ALTAR APPOINTMENTS 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


NEW CATALOG on Request 


DEMIC CAP ¢ GOWN CO. 
PHILADELPHIA,PA, 


ILLUSTRATED PORTFOLIO OF 
NOTEWORTHY STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


UPON REQUEST 


MPittsburch Stained Glags Studios 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, Altar 

Vases, Altar Crosses, Baptismal Fonts, Sunday Scheol 

Furniture. We allow for or sell your old equipment. 
Catalogue and details on request. 


REDINGTON COMPANY DEPT. C SCRANTON, PA. 


Church and S. S. Supplies 


When you need anything for your church or 
Sunday school keep in mind the manufacturers 
of church and Sunday-school supplies advertised 
in this issue of The Expositor. They are among 
the best in their several lines. 


FOR SALE; Two-Manual Electro-pneu- 
—_—___\|_\__ matic action pipe organ in 
fine condition. A bargain for someone. Also re- 
conditioned reed organ. 


A. J. SCHANTZ, SONS & COMPANY 
Orrville, Ohio 
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| speak, how does your heart lie? 


life of Christ upon earth. There was some- 
thing in Him and in His truth which awak- 
ened latent evil and latent good. The scribes, 
the Pharisees, The Sadducees, Herod, Pilate, 
Caiaphas, Judas, brought before Christ re- 
vealed themselves, their anger, hypocrisy, 
blasphemy, bitterness, enmity to good, their 
hatred and their treason; while others brought 
before Christ, had discovered in them the 
things which God delights to find: Mary, her 
gratitude; the publican, his penitence; the 
Magdalene, her love; the centurion, his great 
faith; the thief, his penitence, and his hope. 
So Christ has ever been revealing, uncovering. 
discovering what is in the heart. The same 
sun which shines upon the earth today ripens 
the good seed, the wheat, and also the tares. 
The same sun which scatters the darkness. 
dissipates the clouds, also draws out of the 
earth its noxious mists and vapors. So Chris# 
acts upon the heart of men. 


In Christ, the one great decisive, searching 
thing is His remedy for sin, forgiveness 
through faith, cleansing through His blood 
How that test at once reveals, searches a man’s 
heart! When we say that He searches the 
heart of man, reveals its secret thoughts, we 
do not mean that in one man He discovers 
only what is unworthy, and in another only 
what is worthy, for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God; but that in one He 
discovers a refusal of God’s will and plan, and 
in the other a humble and grateful acceptance 
of it; in one, self-righteousness, in the othe: 
the publican’s cry—“God be merciful to me, « 
sinner.” 


Let the cross -be plunged down today into 
your heart, what is the reaction to it? Me 
speak of salvation by character. Yes, if by that 
you mean the Gospel standards of character! 
the Gospel’s method of ascertaining the true 
character of a man’s heart, for the supreme 
test of character is the offer of Christ crucified 
The acceptance or the rejection of Chris 
shows the moral drift of a man’s nature anc 
nothing that he can say or do, good or bad, is 
of the least significance as compared with tha 
acceptance or that rejection. 


When Sir Walter Raleigh was led to the 
block his executioner asked him if his heac 
lay right. Raleigh answered, “It matters little 
my friend, how the head lies, provided th¢ 
heart is right.” Here in the presence of God 
here before Him through whom are revealec 
the secrets of all hearts, here before the Cros: 
of mercy and of love, what does your hear' 
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L The Tongue 


Hymn: “Kind Words Can Never Die,” 
stanza only. 
- “Open Mine Eyes That I May See,” 
stanza only. 


first 
last 


Bible Reading in concert: James 3:1-13. 


Hymn: “Was That Somebody You?” 

A prayer: that we may use our tongues for 
‘Christ. 

Hymn: second stanza, only, of “Till Go 


‘Where You Want Me to Go.” 


Personal illustrations from everyone present: 
“The Power of the Tongue to Help.” Let each 
»sperson tell a story of how a kind or cheerful 
“word has helped. 

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be.” 


Sermonette: “The Greatest Words our 
Tongues Can Speak,” a brief appeal for per- 
-sonal evangelism, the winning of our neigh- 
“bors to Christ. 

, Solo: “Would You Care If Some Friend You 
‘Had Met Day by Day?” 


Hymn: “Hark, Ten Thousand Harps and 
Voices.” 
Benediction. 
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Hl. The Christian’s Joys 
(A personal testimony meeting). 
tAymn: Doxology. 
A prayer of praise. 
“IT Am Happy In the Service of the 


Testimony by a new Christian: 
‘Accepting Christ.” 

' Hymn: “Ring the Bells of Heaven.” 
Testimony by a tither: “The Joy of Steward- 
ship.” 


“The Joy of 


Hymn: “Something for Thee.” 


. Testimony by a consecrated Christian: 
Moy of Prayer.” 
Hymn: “In the Secret of His Presence.” 
Testimony by a soul-winner: “The Joy of 
Soul-Winning.” 
Hymn: “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.” 
Testimony: by an old Christian, “Joy to the 
\JEnd of the Road.” 


“The 


i Hymn: “When I Get to the End of My 
Way.” 
if Prayer. 

i Bible reading: I Thess. 5:16-18. 

* Hymn: “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart,” or 
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“We're Marching to Zion.” 

Benediction. 

Recessional: Chorus by the choir, “Awake, 
Awake.” 


y 


III. The Christmas Bells’ Message 


If you have chimes or any other bells, they 
should be used at this service. If you have no 
sort of bell available as church equipment, a 
large piece of metal, brass or bronze or some- 
thing of that sort, which will make a suitable 
sound when struck with a mallet or a small 
metal hammer. This “gong” should be placed 
where it will not be seen by the audience, and 
where its sound will help the people to realize 
the idea of the Christmas bells. 

The service will begin with a single note of 
the gong or bell or chime. 

Hymn: “Everywhere, Everywhere, Christ- 
mas Tonight.” 

Bible reading: in concert, Luke 2:8-16. 
While the reading is going on the chimes or a 
violin or even the piano should softly play 
“Silent Night.” | 

Hymn: “There’s a Song in the Air.” 

A prayer. 

A stroke of the gong. 

First speaker: “The message of the Christ- 
mas bells is great joy — good tidings — the 
birth of Christ.” Three-minute message. 

Hymn: “Joy to the World.” 

A stroke of the gong. 

Bible reading: by all in concert, Matthew 

2:1-12. During the reading, let some musical 
instrument play very softly, “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem.” 

Stroke of the gong or bell. 

Message: (three minutes) “The message of 
the Christmas bells is the message of a Savior 
from sin.” 

Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 

A stroke of the gong or bell. 

Message: (three minutes) “The message of 
the Christmas bells is the message of eternal 
hope.” 

Hymn: Trio by men, 
Orient Are.” 

A stroke of the gong. 

Message: “The message of the Christmas 
bells is the message of peace, and universal 
good-will and brotherhood.” 


“We Three Kings of 


Hymn: “I Heard the Bells on Christmas 
Day.” 

A prayer: of Thanksgiving for God’s great 
Gift to us. 


The Expositor 


Song by the choir: “There’s a Beautiful 
Star.” 

Benediction. 

Recessional: “The First Noel.” 


| 4 
/V. How To End The Old Year 


(Watch-night meeting) 

Hymn: “He Leadeth Me.” 

Silent prayer. 

Hymn: “Where He Leads Me I Will Fol- 
iow.” 

Bible reading: Ezra 8:1-18. 

A prayer: that we may end the year as God 
would have it ended. 

First speaker: comes to the huge calendar- 
»yage of December placed in the front of the 
‘oom, and says, “Before the new year comes, 
‘et us leave all bitterness behind us.” (Five- 
minute talk on this subject). 

Hymn: “Have Thine Own Way, Lord.” 

Second speaker: “End the Old Year by 
orgetting all faults and failures of your own 
or others forever.” (Five minutes). 

Hymn: “There’s Power in the Blood.” 

Message: “Let Us End the Old Year in 
Jhristian Fellowship.” (Five minutes). 

- Hymn: “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.” 
- Fellowship Circle: A church supper. 

Talk: (still at table), “Let us end the old 
year by making resolutions for the new one. 
‘Mention some suitable resolutions, like renew- 
‘mg one’s subscription to all church publica- 
“ions, daily Bible reading, family altar, tithing, 
| @tc. 

_ Prayer. Adjournment back to prayer-meet- 
“mg room. 

-- Hymns: “Close to Thee.” 
, “Nearer My God to Thee.” 

| “Draw Me Nearer.” 

Message: “Let us end the old year in 
srayer.” A talk about prayer. (Five minutes). 
Hymns: “More Love to Thee, O Christ.” 

“Whiter Than Snow.” 

As the end of the old year comes let the 
‘aouse be filled with people at prayer. After 
‘4 brief period of spoken prayer, let all be silent 
‘prayer until the twelve o'clock comes. 

! When the bells announce the new year, 
close with “Joy to the World,” or “All Hail the 
Power of Jesus’ Name.” 

+ Benediction. 
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: BOUND VOLUMES 


The bound volume of this year’s issues of The Expositor may be 
had on order for $3.50 postpaid. There are volumes of former 
years available at the same price, in limited number, and no 
: more will be added on back issues. 


Burrs for 24 to 30 copies of The Expositor may be had for 
$1.00 each, or $2.50 for three, while the present stock lasts. 


The Expositor 


East Aurora, New York 


Fifteen Methods 


William M. Smith, the instructor in Homiletics and 
ychology in Union Bible Seminary has prepared a 
pprse of twenty lessons in Homiletics which will help 
. Fifteen methods of outlining are employed. 

. Word 6. Contrast 11. Key-Word 


. Phrase 7. Analytical 12. Character 
. Verse 8. Synthetic 13. Biographical 
Chapter 9. Pictorial 14. Expository 


: opieal 10. Narrative 15. Cause and Effect 
ese 20 Lessons are Sent with the Gospel Minister, 
nage weekly,edited by Mr. Smith, for 26 issues, $1 


ION BIBLE SEMINARY, Dept. 347, Westfield, Ind. 


a e Expositor 


ART OF SERMON CONSTRUCTION 


Sample Outline 


Text: Thou wilt shew me the path of life. Ps. 16-11 
Subject: The Journey of Life. 

Method: The Pictorial Outline Method. 
Outline: 


1. The Guide—‘‘Thou”’ 
a. Qualification—wise, kind, etc. 
b. Experience—been over the road 
c. Interest—He died for me 

2. The Traveler—‘‘me”’ 
a. Must take the journey 
b. Have not had experience 
c. Need just such a guide 


—Jesus 


3. The Road—‘*‘ 
a. One of many 
b. Is a narrow road 
c. Not many going this way 


path”’ 


4. The Destination, “‘life’’ 


b. A delightfu 
c. A glorious c 


a. Contrast with death 


lanticipation 
onsum mation 
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